
 No Vacancy 

 �en it says, “I will return to my house from which I came;” and when it comes, it finds it 
 unoccupied, swept, and put in order. 

 Matthew 12:44 

 As  someone  who  struggled  with  keeping  a  clean  house  for  years,  the  last  part  of  the 
 feature  verse  above  has  always  come  with  a  little  question  in  my  mind:  is  “swept  and  put  in 
 order”  not  a  good  thing?  But  the  surrounding  text  seems  to  put  that  in  a  negative  light. 
 The operative word, however, is “unoccupied.” 

 I’ve  written  before  about  the  self-improvement  industry.  It’s  vastly  appealing  to  have  your 
 hands  at  the  controls  and  determine  your  own  fate.  But  that’s  not  the  way  it  works. 
 Whether  we  accept  it  or  not,  whether  we  know  it  or  not,  there  are  other  powers  at  work 
 that  make  “self”  improvement  impossible.  Matthew  12:30  says  “He  who  is  not  with  Me  is 
 against Me.” There are only two options: Christ or the devil. Humanity isn’t a choice. 

 I’ve  dealt  with  this  personally,  so  I  have  something  to  say  about  it.  There  were  destructive 
 patterns,  destructive  behaviors  that  held  me  captive  for  many  years,  until  I  reached  the 
 point  where  I  knew  I  couldn’t  change  anything  on  my  own.  It  was  a  desperate  point;  my  life 
 was  on  the  verge  of  collapse,  and  I  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  pile.  In  my  desperation,  I  cried 
 out to Jesus and He reached into my pit of despair and pulled me out. 

 At  that  point  I  was  hesitant  and  uncertain  about  moving  forward  with  Him.  I  even  told  Him 
 that,  that  I  couldn’t  see  myself  going  “whole-hog”  into  this  Christian  thing.  But  I  would  give 
 Him  that  day,  and  see  what  happened.  What  happened  is  a  whole  ‘nother  story,  but  here’s 
 something  I  didn’t  know  at  the  time:  that  beginning,  that  early  time  in  walking  with  Jesus 
 was  so  vitally  important.  You  see,  He  swept  in  and  cleaned  up  my  “house.”  He  put  things  in 
 order,  set  me  upright  and  just  tidied  everything  up.  But  if  I  had  left  it  at  that,  said  “thank 
 You”  and  showed  Him  to  the  door,  at  some  point  I  would  have  been  dealing  with  many, 
 many unwanted guests. 

 We  are  not  able  to  be  neutral,  to  be  vacant.  We  will  worship  something.  If  we  do  not  allow 
 Jesus  to  replace  what  He  has  removed,  we  have  left  an  open  spot  for  something  else  to 
 settle  in.  Verse  45  in  this  passage  says  “and  the  last  state  of  that  man  becomes  worse  than 
 the first.” 

 Self-help  is  a  myth,  a  fallacy.  It’s  impossible.  Neutrality  is  impossible.  Vacancy  is 
 impossible.  That’s  just  the  truth.  You  can’t  do  it  on  your  own.  I  couldn’t,  and  I  was  very 
 determined.  You  could  make  one  change,  throw  one  thing  out,  and  seven  others  will 
 replace  it.  Jesus  is  the  only  One  who  can  fill  the  vacancy  in  our  hearts  and  not  lead  us 
 into further destruction. 

 Father, we thank You for Your mercy and grace toward us. We thank You that You fill our hearts with 
 Yourself, an utter and complete salvation from destruction. Help us to follow You, allow You to occupy 

 Your rightful place in our hearts. 
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