
 Something Greater 

 �e men of Ninevah will stand up with this generation at the judgment, and will condemn it because 
 they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, something greater than Jonah is here. 

 Matthew 12:41 

 I  found  the  passage  of  Matthew  12:38-42  to  be  very  interesting  as  I  studied  and  meditated 
 on  it  this  morning.  The  first  thing  that  caught  my  eye  was  the  demand  of  the  Scribes  and 
 Pharisees  for  a  sign  from  Jesus.  I  can  just  imagine  them  in  their  stu�y  black  robes,  arms 
 crossed,  scowls  on  their  faces,  so  sure  and  secure  in  their  own  standing,  demanding  from 
 this  itinerant  preacher  a  sign  to  prove  that  He  was  who  He  said  He  was.  How  often  do  we, 
 generations  after  this  time,  still  refuse  to  believe  what’s  before  our  eyes  and  demand  even 
 showier  signs  and  wonders?  Jesus’s  response  to  this  demand  was  intriguing,  and  (if  my 
 musings  are  correct)  pointed  a  sharp  stick  in  their  smug  faces.  The  Pharisees  prided 
 themselves  on  their  righteousness  and  wisdom.  They  embodied  the  pinnacle  of  human 
 achievement,  according  to  their  own  definition.  Jesus  pulled  from  their  beloved  Scriptures 
 to take them down several pegs. 

 First  He  compared  them  to  the  Ninevites  (in  the  feature  verse  above).  From  my  trip 
 through  the  Old  Testament,  I  learned  that  the  Assyrians  who  populated  Ninevah  were  a 
 vile  and  wicked  people,  and  were  very  surely  sworn  enemies  of  the  Hebrews.  They  had 
 used  and  abused  the  Israelites,  and  (from  Jonah’s  perspective)  deserved  every  bit  of 
 condemnation  and  judgment  coming  their  way.  They  were  the  definition  of  unrighteous. 
 Yet,  Jesus  tells  these  arrogant  leaders  that  the  men  of  Ninevah  would  be  justified  in 
 condemning  them,  because  they  repented  at  Jonah’s  message.  Here  the  Pharisees  were, 
 face-to-face  with  the  Son  of  God,  and  they  refused  to  accept  Him.  They  held  their  own 
 righteousness  higher  than  that  of  Jesus  Himself.  Then,  in  verse  42,  He  (in  my  opinion)  took 
 shots  at  their  perceived  wisdom,  reminding  them  that  the  Queen  of  the  South  came  to 
 Solomon  to  hear  his  words  of  wisdom,  and  yet  Wisdom  Himself  was  standing  before  them, 
 and they closed their ears to His words. 

 By  His  response  to  this  arrogant  query,  Jesus  called  them  evil,  adulterous,  unrighteous, 
 and  wilfully  ignorant.  They  held  the  accounts  of  the  Scriptures  in  high  regard,  yet  did  not 
 see  themselves  in  its  mirror.  They  venerated  Solomon  and  Jonah,  yet  when  faced  with 
 something greater, they closed their eyes and turned their backs. 

 They  were  locked  into  their  own  mindsets  and  seduced  by  power,  money,  position  and 
 influence.  Sound  familiar?  Even  within  the  body  of  Christ  we  have  the  same  type  today.  It 
 is  always  a  danger,  because  it  is  driven  by  pride.  Let  us  not  forget  that  Something  Greater 
 exists,  and  we  owe  all  to  Him.  I  pray  that  we  recognize  His  truth  and  choose  to  heed  it, 
 rather than holding fast to our own righteousness and wisdom. 

 Father, we thank You for Your word. We thank You that You call us to Yourself, even though we 
 are unrighteous and ignorant. We thank You for the faith to believe, and for the salvation that 

 results from that belief. You are God, and above You is no other. 
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