
 Doubt 

 And said to Him, “Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?” 
 Matthew 11:3 

 As  I  was  studying  this  morning  and  began  chapter  11  of  Matthew,  I  found  myself  wondering 
 why  someone  who  had  so  fiercely  and  stalwartly  proclaimed  that  Jesus  was  the  promised 
 Messiah  would  suddenly  doubt.  But  John  had  been  imprisoned  for  some  time  between  the 
 beginning  of  Jesus’s  earthly  ministry  and  when  the  question  was  asked.  There  was  a  lot  of 
 time  for  John  to  begin  questioning  everything.  But  John  was  the  forerunner.  John  had 
 known  who  Jesus  truly  was  from  the  womb  .  Why  now  did  he  have  doubts?  I’m  not  casting 
 stones,  believe  me.  Doubts  are  easy  to  fall  into  and  no  one  is  above  them.  But  I  wonder 
 where they come from, since I deal with them myself. 

 I  sympathize  with  John.  I  think  (and  this  is  just  my  opinion,  so  take  it  for  what  it’s  worth) 
 that  John’s  doubts  began  when  Jesus  didn’t  conduct  Himself  the  way  John  expected. 
 Back  in  chapter  9  I  read  the  account  where  the  disciples  of  John  came  to  Jesus  and 
 asked  why  He  and  His  disciples  did  not  fast  the  way  they  did.  Now  that  question  may  have 
 come  out  of  their  own  hearts,  but  it  may  also  have  come  from  their  teacher  (John) 
 expressing  his  surprise  at  the  way  Jesus  chose  to  act.  Perhaps  the  questions  had  been 
 burning  in  John’s  heart  as  word  reached  him  of  Jesus  dining  with  sinners,  migrating  from 
 town  to  town  to  teach,  but  not  confronting  the  obvious  sins  and  preaching  the  equivalent 
 of hellfire and brimstone (like John himself did - and was slapped in prison for). 

 What  occurred  to  me  is  the  disparity  between  what  everyone  expected  the  Messiah  to  do, 
 and  what  Jesus  actually  did.  What  they  expected  Him  to  act  like,  and  how  He  actually 
 behaved.  Those  expectations  were  the  wall  between  Jesus  and  the  religious  leaders,  but 
 are  they  a  stumbling  block  for  those  who  follow  Him  as  well?  I  believe  so,  as  I  have 
 stumbled over some blocks. 

 Often  over  the  centuries  between  Jesus’s  earthly  life,  death,  and  resurrection,  His 
 methods  and  manners  have  been  explored,  critiqued,  and  attempted  to  be  explained,  all 
 within  the  scope  of  the  explorer’s  own  vision.  When  Jesus  Himself  doesn’t  fit  the 
 expectations  of  the  one  who  studies  Him,  often  there  follows  doubt.  In  my  case,  it  is  not 
 doubt  as  to  His  divinity  or  the  truth  of  the  accounts  of  Him  in  Scripture,  but  more  His 
 impact  in  the  current  day,  His  ability  to  e�ect  change  in  myself  and  those  around  me.  The 
 realization  I  came  to,  however,  is  that  no  one  is  immune  from  doubt,  as  we  are  all  humans 
 with  the  inability  to  see  from  the  same  perspective  as  God.  My  doubts  arise  when  Jesus 
 doesn’t  act  the  way  I  expect  Him  to.  What  I  must  decide  is  when  to  let  go  of  my 
 expectations  and  rest  in  His  word.  I  want  to  know  Him  the  way  He  wants  to  be  known,  and 
 accept what He shows me through His word. May that desire conquer any doubt. 

 Father, we thank You for Your word, for choosing to reveal Yourself to us in this way. Help us 
 to read Your word with an open heart, willing to accept what doesn’t make sense to us, and 

 trusting that You are true and faithful and good. 
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