
 Eternal Perspective 

 Seeing the people, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and dispirited 
 like sheep without a shepherd. 

 Matthew 9:36 

 We  are  very  short-sighted  people.  I  wonder  if  that  is  ever  frustrating  to  our  Father.  I  think 
 for  me,  adjusting  my  vision  to  an  eternal  perspective  is  one  of  the  hardest  things.  I  am 
 very  firmly  rooted  in  what  I  call  reality.  In  that  reality,  I  see  the  problems  and  issues  and 
 troubles  of  the  day  or  the  season,  and  they  become  my  focus.  I  want  them  eased,  solved, 
 lifted,  and  thus  I  pray.  It’s  not  unusual;  people  have  been  rooted  in  their  own  reality  since 
 the  fall  of  man.  It’s  a  result  of  that  separation  from  the  holy,  from  our  Maker.  The  great 
 divide. 

 There  are  a  couple  words  that  grabbed  my  attention  in  the  feature  verse  above: 
 distressed  and  dispirited.  It  put  me  in  mind  of  people  walking  around  with  their  heads 
 down,  shoulders  slumped,  grimly  determined  to  see  to  the  business  of  the  day.  In  the  era 
 of  this  writing,  the  Roman  occupation  would  have  been  first  and  foremost  on  most 
 people’s  minds.  They  would  have  hung  all  their  hope  and  happiness  on  Rome  being 
 overthrown,  or  just  getting  bored  and  leaving  them  alone.  They  just  wanted  to  be  free  from 
 their oppressors. But they had a very limited scope of vision. 

 Jesus,  who  had  been  in  His  earthly  ministry  a  short  time  and  had  already  toured  and 
 taught  in  many  di�erent  villages  and  cities  with  varied  receptions,  had  a  much  wider 
 scope  of  vision.  He  saw  their  oppression,  but  He  knew  the  true  source,  that  of  sin.  He  saw 
 their  distress,  that  they  were  dispirited,  downtrodden,  and  desperate,  but  knew  that  it  was 
 a  result  of  their  sinful  state,  that  they  were  seperated  from  the  One  who  made  them  and 
 loved  them  truly,  that  they  had  no  one  to  lead  them  and  no  way  to  get  there.  He  came  to 
 change that. 

 It  speaks  volumes  to  me  that  several  times  throughout  the  Gospels  the  writers  speak  of 
 the  compassion  that  Jesus  felt  for  those  around  Him.  It  wasn’t  the  compassion  like  we  may 
 think  of  it  today,  where  we  see  a  need  and  think,  “Oh  that’s  so  sad!”  No,  it  was  compassion 
 that  moved  Him  utterly,  that  tore  His  heart,  that  bolstered  the  determination  to  complete 
 His  mission  on  this  earth.  It  is  that  compassion,  I  believe,  that  enabled  Him  to  endure  the 
 pain  of  His  “trial”  and  crucifixion.  He  saw  beyond  what  was  in  front  of  Him  and  knew  that 
 His  work  here  on  this  earth  would,  once  and  for  all,  break  the  bondage  of  sin.  He  knew 
 that  sin  was  the  real  enemy,  the  thief  of  joy,  the  harsh  master  with  a  stinging  whip  and 
 heavy chains. 

 I’m thankful for that compassion. I’m thankful for that scope of vision. It set me free. 

 Father, we thank You for setting us free from the burden of sin. We thank You for acting out of 
 what is real and true rather than only what we can see. Help us to keep in mind that You have 

 the eternal perspective and are always working for our good. 

 https://freedom-in-christ.org 


