
 Sin or Circumstance 

 And they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed. Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the 
 paralytic, “Take courage, son; your sins are forgiven.” 

 Matthew 9:2 

 I  often  have  a  limited  understanding  of  Scripture.  I  read  it  from  a  temporal  perspective 
 and  forget  that  an  eternal  God  wrote  it.  I  have  read  the  passage  containing  the  feature 
 verse  many  times,  and  always,  always  ,  my  first  thought  has  to  do  with  why  Jesus  forgave 
 the  paralytic’s  sins  before  healing  his  infirmity.  The  way  I  read  it,  Jesus  would  have 
 stopped  there  at  the  forgiving  of  sins  if  the  religious  leaders  observing  hadn’t  muttered  to 
 themselves,  horrified  that  Jesus  had  “blasphemed”  in  this  way.  The  healing  of  the 
 paralytic’s  physical  ailment  was  a  secondary  thing.  That  has  always  troubled  me.  To  be 
 quite  honest,  I  have  often  grumbled  in  my  own  heart  at  what  I  perceive  as  Jesus’s 
 short-sightedness.  Sins  schmins…the  man  can’t  walk!  He  came  to  You,  or  rather  was 
 brought  to  You,  because  he  can’t  walk.  Not  because  he  wanted  forgiveness  of  sins.  It 
 reinforces the pattern wherein Jesus doesn’t do what I think He should. 

 When  I  see  a  circumstance  that  needs  changing,  one  that  is  causing  damage  to  someone, 
 causing  hardship  and  pain,  that’s  all  I  can  see.  Whether  it’s  myself  or  someone  else,  the 
 circumstance  is  the  obnoxious  strobe  light  that  garners  all  my  attention.  But  I  see  with 
 temporal eyes. What I  don’t  see is the state of the  heart involved in the circumstance. 

 If  Jesus  is  trustworthy  (and  I  know  He  is),  then  I  must  read  this  passage  with  the 
 understanding  that  He  knew  something  not  shared  in  the  text.  No  one  but  the  paralytic 
 and  Jesus  knew  the  state  of  the  man’s  heart,  and  even  the  man  didn’t  see  the  extent  of  his 
 own  heart  the  way  Jesus  did.  Perhaps  the  man  was  more  troubled  by  the  sins  he  had 
 committed  than  he  was  by  the  state  of  his  legs.  In  that  case,  Jesus’s  compassion  for  the 
 man  was  boundless,  and  His  grace  a  welcome  balm  to  that  troubled  heart.  Perhaps  the 
 man  didn’t  recognize  how  bothered  he  was  by  his  own  sin.  Perhaps  he  had  become  used 
 to  it,  used  to  the  weight  pressed  upon  him,  and  hopeless  that  it  would  ever  be  lifted.  Here 
 again,  what  compassion  and  love  was  expressed  by  Jesus  as  He  extended  mercy  and 
 forgiveness.  The  healing  of  his  paralysis  was  a  side  benefit,  completely  unnecessary,  and 
 done only to prove that He had the authority to forgive sins. 

 Jesus’s  goal  throughout  His  ministry  was  to  reconcile  man  to  God.  That’s  why  He  came. 
 That’s  why  He  died,  as  the  ultimate  sacrifice  to  pay  for  our  sins.  Circumstances  are 
 temporal;  a  sinful  state  is  eternal.  That  posed  more  grief  to  Jesus  than  the  legs  that  didn’t 
 work.  Jesus  is  always  more  concerned  with  sin  than  with  circumstance.  I  pray  He  changes 
 my heart to match His. 

 Father, we thank You for the truth of Your word. We thank You for Your heart of compassion 
 and love for this sinful race, and that You made the way for reconciliation. Help us to see with 

 Your eternal perspective and care more about sin than circumstance. 
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