
 Tempted 

 And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became hungry. And the tempter came and 
 said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.” 

 Matthew 4:2-3 

 Temptation  is  something  I  battle  on  a  daily  basis.  We  all  do,  if  we’re  honest.  There’s  a  great 
 deal  of  comfort  found  in  Scripture  regarding  temptation,  and  for  me  one  of  the  most 
 comforting  things  is  that  I’m  not  alone  in  it.  Even  the  perfect,  sinless  Son  of  God  dealt  with 
 temptation,  and  the  fact  that  He  withstood  it  without  sinning  demonstrates  that  He  has 
 the  power  to  do  so.  The  more  I  allow  Him  free  reign  in  my  life,  the  more  He  will  enable  me 
 to  withstand  it.  The  tempter,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a  hateful,  spiteful  opportunist  and  will 
 do  everything  in  his  power  to  make  me  fall  prey  to  his  schemes.  He  still  uses  some  of  the 
 same battle plans today that he used 2000 years ago on Jesus the Christ. 

 First  Satan  attacked  the  deity  of  Jesus  Christ:  “If  You  are  the  Son  of  God.”  He  demanded 
 proof,  casting  doubts  on  the  true  nature  of  the  Messiah.  Satan  would  have  known  better 
 than  any  other  being  on  the  earth  that  Jesus  was  the  Son  of  God.  Why  would  he  have  even 
 attempted  to  cast  doubt?  Was  he  just  that  stupid,  or  was  he  wily?  Most  people,  when 
 confronted  with  doubt  of  their  position,  would  immediately  rise  up  in  defense  of  it  out  of 
 pride.  But  Jesus  didn’t  even  touch  the  attack  on  His  deity,  and  here  I  find  room  for  growth 
 in  my  own  heart.  He  knew  who  He  was,  and  knew  He  had  the  approval  of  His  Father,  so  He 
 had  no  need  to  defend  Himself  from  Satan’s  spurious  doubt.  How  often  does  he  attack  us 
 that way, sowing seeds of doubt, pricking our pride? 

 Second,  Satan  used  what  was  a  natural,  normal,  basic  human  need  to  tempt  Jesus  to  take 
 a  shortcut.  He  attacked  Jesus’s  humanity.  Here  is  where  I  have  stumbled  more  than  a  few 
 times.  Jesus  was  hungry,  a  rather  natural  e�ect  of  going  40  days  and  40  nights  without 
 food.  Satan’s  strategy  was  to  use  what  was  entirely  normal,  nothing  sinful  or  wrong  at  all, 
 the  act  of  satisfying  the  body’s  natural  hunger,  and  twist  it  so  that  it  became  sinful.  Sound 
 familiar?  It  sure  does  in  my  own  life.  Relationships,  approval,  belonging…all  these  are 
 entirely  normal,  entirely  correct  needs  that  we  have  as  humans.  But  taking 
 shortcuts…that’s  where  they  become  wrong.  Sex  outside  of  marriage,  the  need  for 
 approval  leading  to  hypocrisy  or  neuroses,  overeating,  overspending,  on  and  on  and  on. 
 The  basis  of  the  need  isn’t  wrong;  the  method  and  manner  of  meeting  the  need  is  where 
 we so often err. Pretty smart strategy on the part of the temptor. 

 But  God  is  smarter,  and  by  clueing  us  in  on  the  strategy,  He  gives  us  a  leg  up  on  our 
 adversary.  We  still  have  to  use  the  knowledge,  however.  We  still  have  to  cry  out  to  Him  to 
 help  us.  And  we  know  that  “we  do  not  have  a  high  priest  who  cannot  sympathize  with  our 
 weaknesses,  but  One  who  has  been  tempted  in  all  things  as  we  are,  yet  without  sin,” 
 (Hebrews  4:15)  He  prevailed  over  the  tempter,  and  with  His  strength  and  His  help,  so  can 
 we. 
 Father, we thank You for Your omniscience and Your unfailing love for us. We thank You for providing 

 the way of escape from temptation so that we are able to bear it. Help us to accept Your help, and to 
 trust Your way. 

 https://freedom-in-christ.org 


