
 Fearlessly Fearful 

 “...swift witness against…those who…do not fear Me,” says the Lord of hosts. 
 Malachi 3:5d 

 I  had  the  most  interesting  exploration  of  fearing  God  as  I  was  studying  this  verse.  It  led  me 
 places  I  didn’t  expect  to  go.  So  much  of  Scripture  deals  with  fear,  whether  we  are  being 
 instructed  to  fear  the  Lord  God  Almighty  or  instructed  to  fear  not.  Over  and  over  and  over 
 we  run  up  against  fear  in  some  form  or  another.  Fear  has  been  a  guiding  factor  in  my  own 
 life for as long as I can remember. 

 We  are  called  to  fear  God.  I  have  heard  many  valid  explanations  for  this  command  from 
 various  di�erent  approaches.  Some  have  more  to  do  with  awe  and  reverence.  Some  have 
 to  do  with  reverential  trust.  Some  have  to  do  with  what  we  would  call  “fright.”  Perhaps  the 
 explanation  that  made  the  most  sense  is  that  of  the  child  to  parent,  where  we  fear  their 
 anger  when  we  do  something  wrong.  I  think  accurately  fearing  God  is  a  combination  of  all 
 of  that.  It  is  recognizing  His  authority  and  quaking  before  His  majesty.  It  is  accepting  and 
 grasping  that  He  is  the  Ancient  of  Days,  the  Light-Breather,  the  World-Maker.  It  is  allowing 
 myself  to  see  that  He  is  so  much  bigger  than  what  I  can  imagine.  How  could  I  not  fear 
 Him? 

 But  do  I  fear  Him  enough  to  obey  Him?  In  big  and  small  things,  I  think  I  lean  too  handily 
 on  His  mercy  and  grace,  assuming  His  forgiveness.  And  of  course,  He  will  always  forgive  a 
 repentant  heart.  But  how  often  do  I  not  do  what  I  know  is  right,  so  that  I  can  easily  do 
 what  I  know  is  wrong?  How  often  do  I  ignore  His  beckoning  hand  that  calls  me  deeper  in? 
 How  often  do  I  come  to  an  abrupt  halt  and  tell  Him  it's  just  too  hard,  I  can’t  do  it,  I’m  tired? 
 He  calls  us  further  in,  to  move  from  milk  to  meat,  yet  we  are  often  so  self-absorbed  we 
 refuse  to  “fear  not”  and  step  closer.  We  want  our  interactions  secondhand  (Deuteronomy 
 5:27),  but  then  we  miss  His  heart  (Psalm  103:7).  We  remain  fleshly  and  refuse  to  grow  (1 
 Corinthians  3:1-3),  too  afraid  that  we  will  get  it  wrong,  or  just  too  afraid  to  give  up  what  we 
 think we need. 

 We  have  turned  healthy  fear  of  God  upside  down  and  fear  the  most  ridiculous  things,  but 
 we  don’t  fear  disobeying  Him.  We  are  easily  swayed,  easily  deceived,  and  assume  we  will 
 get  away  with  that.  But  we  will  be  held  accountable  for  all  He  has  given  us,  all  He  has  done 
 for us, and how we have responded. 

 We  should  be  more  afraid  of  not  using  what  we’ve  been  given,  not  taking  Him  up  on  His 
 invitation,  not  diving  into  His  love.  We  must  break  out  of  our  fearful  prisons  and  submit  to 
 a fearsome God. We must cease to be fearlessly fearful. 

 Father, we thank You for who You are. We thank You that You are a fierce and mighty God who 
 loves us enough to make the way for us to come to You. Help us to rightsize our fear of You and 

 act according to Your command, to dive in and live fearlessly under Your hand. 
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