
 Aliens 

 “�en I will draw near to you for judgment; and I will be a swift witness against...those who 
 turn aside the alien…” 

 Malachi 3:5c 

 Once  again  picking  up  with  the  next  item  in  Malachi  3:5,  I  think  this  was  the  most  startling 
 of  the  illuminations  from  the  Holy  Spirit  in  this  list  of  items  that  will  incur  swift  judgment 
 from  Jesus  the  Christ.  There  was  a  perspective  that  I  had  never  encountered  before 
 studying  and  meditating  on  this  verse.  I  am  beyond  thankful  for  where  God  has  taken  me, 
 for the mirror that He has held up to me in this passage. 

 I  confess  I  have  had  a  rather  limited  understanding  of  the  oft-discussed  “alien”  in 
 Scripture.  In  the  Old  Testament,  I  understood  an  alien  to  be  a  foreigner,  someone  not  of 
 Hebrew  descent.  In  the  New  Testament,  I  pretty  much  held  to  the  same  understanding, 
 albeit  omitting  the  “Hebrew  descent”  part,  as  I  certainly  would  qualify  under  that 
 definition.  But  basically  defining  it  as  someone  not  of  my  family  or  friend  group,  my 
 nationality,  my  culture.  I  understood  “turning  aside”  the  alien  as  being  more  or  less 
 inhospitable.  There  is  much  in  Hebrew  culture  of  hospitality,  sharing  meals  and  lodgings. 
 “Turning  aside  the  alien”  seemed  to  be  not  quite  as  bad  as  the  other  items  on  the  list. 
 Does God really dislike inhospitality so much that it incurs judgment? 

 But  the  verse  that  came  to  mind  when  I  thought  about  this  section  of  Malachi  3:5  is 
 Philippians  3:20:  “For  our  citizenship  is  in  heaven,  from  which  also  we  eagerly  wait  for  a 
 Savior,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.”  My  citizenship  is  in  heaven,  therefore  I  myself  am  an  alien  in 
 this  land.  How  do  I  treat  those  whose  citizenship  is  di�erent  from  mine?  Do  I  turn  them 
 away?  Do  I  judge  and  scorn  them?  I  think  in  the  self-righteous  culture  of  the  church  we 
 often  automatically  dismiss  those  who  are  outside  of  Christ.  We  keep  a  barrier,  a  wall 
 between  us  and  them.  We  tend  towards  being  exclusionary  and  often  intolerant  of  others. 
 We  are  inhospitable  to  those  who  seek  comfort  and  help  within  the  body  of  Christ 
 because they are outsiders. How shameful. 

 We  carry  the  letters  of  recommendation  for  Jesus  (2  Corinthians  3:1-6).  We  are 
 ambassadors  for  Christ,  as  though  God  were  making  an  appeal  through  us  (2  Corinthians 
 5:19-20).  What  kind  of  appeal  is  there  in  one  who  “turns  aside  the  alien,”  with  the  unspoken 
 censure  and  dismissal  for  one  who  doesn’t  belong?  If  I  am  stando�sh  and  inhospitable, 
 how  will  they  even  know  there  is  hope  and  healing  for  them?  How  will  they  know  there  is  a 
 better way, a better country, a better home? 

 This  mindset,  this  inhospitality  is  absolutely  worthy  of  judgment,  and  shame  on  me  for 
 falling victim to it. I pray that I never turn aside someone who simply needs Jesus. 

 Father, we thank You for Your hospitality towards us, that while we were yet sinners, Christ 
 died for us. We thank You for reaching out to us when we were far from You. Help us to open 

 our hearts to those who need You and never turn aside from them. 
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