
 Sorcerers, Adulterers, and Liars 

 “�en I will draw near to you for judgment; and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers 
 and against the adulterers and against those who swear falsely…” 

 Malachi 3:5a 

 No  one  likes  to  think  of  being  judged.  When  judgment,  whether  real  or  perceived,  comes 
 from  our  peers,  we  are  quick  to  be  o�ended,  to  turn  the  tables,  to  allow  pride  to  have  its 
 say.  But  on  the  day  of  our  judgment  before  Christ  the  King,  we  will  have  nothing  to  say,  no 
 defense,  no  argument,  not  even  a  whisper  of  dissent.  Thinking  of  Jesus  as  Judge  is 
 sometimes  uncomfortable.  We  tend  to  magnify  His  love  and  grace  and  mercy  and  forget 
 that  He  is  also  Holy  and  Pure  and  Just.  We  stand  in  the  borrowed  righteousness  and  act 
 as  if  it  is  our  own.  But  He  will  be  a  “swift  witness”  against  those  of  us  who  refuse  to  be 
 conformed to His likeness while walking this journey of life. 

 It  is  easy  to  read  the  entirety  of  the  feature  verse  as  kind  of  a  checklist,  and  I  admit  I  did 
 so.  I  believed  I  could  say  that  I  practice  no  sorcery,  no  adultery,  and  do  not  swear  falsely 
 or  oppress  others,  do  not  turn  aside  aliens,  and  I  certainly  fear  the  Lord.  But  then  I  began 
 digging in. 

 Sorcery  I  believe  can  be  defined  as  anything  which  denies  the  power  of  God.  The  original 
 Hebrew  word  literally  means  to  whisper  a  spell,  to  enchant  or  practice  magic  .  It  is  more 
 than  just  witches  and  ghosts  and  goblins,  it  is  also  believing  in  “luck”  or  practicing 
 superstitions.  It  is  reaching  to  anything  besides  God  Himself  to  e�ect  change  in 
 environment or circumstance or o�er reason or understanding. I have been guilty of this. 

 Adultery  is  not  just  breaking  marriage  vows.  When  we  become  Christ’s,  we  are  His 
 betrothed.  We  have  made  promises  to  Him,  to  follow  Him  and  love  Him  and  stay  true  to 
 Him.  When  we  turn  away  from  His  way,  His  truth,  and  His  life,  we  are  breaking  our  promises 
 to  Him.  The  definition  of  the  Hebrew  word  also  includes  apostasy  .  Apostasy  is  defined  as 
 abandonment of a previous loyalty; defection. I have been guilty of this. 

 Swearing  falsely  is  one  that  I  will  say  up  front  I  have  been  monstrously  guilty  of.  You  see,  as 
 I  meditated  on  this  I  realized  that  hypocrisy  is  swearing  falsely.  Hypocrisy  is  putting  on  a 
 front.  It  is  a  “false  face,”  used  to  hide  what  is  beneath.  It  is  cheating  people  of  their  regard 
 and/or  a�ection  because  it  is  gained  by  deceit,  by  presenting  a  desirable  appearance  to 
 hide  undesirable  reality.  It  is  pretending  to  be  holy  when  we  instead  are  guided  by  fleshly 
 desires. It is claiming a righteousness that is not supported by word, thought, or deed. 

 I  don’t  want  to  be  named  a  sorcerer,  adulterer,  or  liar  the  day  I  face  my  Judge.  Oh  I’m 
 thankful  for  His  mercy  to  show  me  where  I  err  and  give  me  the  opportunity  to  confess  and 
 be restored! 
 Father, we thank You for Your grace. We thank You for Your word which guides us, and Your 

 Spirit which shines the light on our sins. We thank You for conviction, as by it we can be 
 restored to right relationship. 
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