
 Watch and Wait 

 But as for me, I will watch expectantly for the Lord; I will wait for the God of my salvation. My 
 God will hear me. 

 Micah 7:7 

 I  read  the  feature  verse  above  and  thought  about  what  it  means  to  watch  expectantly.  If  I 
 know  when  an  anticipated  event  will  take  place,  I  watch  the  clock.  Even  during  other 
 activities,  I  am  aware  of  the  time  ticking  away,  towards  what  I  am  waiting  for.  If  I  don’t  know 
 the  exact  time  but  I  do  know  the  day,  I  don’t  plan  things  on  that  day  that  would  take  me 
 away from where I want or need to be when the event happens. 

 I  have  read  and  heard  much  recently  about  waiting  for  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus.  I 
 think  about  the  passage  of  time,  the  past  2000  years,  and  how  every  believing  generation 
 has  hoped  for  and  looked  for  Christ’s  return.  As  the  years  have  passed  without  it,  for  some 
 it  becomes  harder  and  harder  to  believe  that  it  will  ever  happen.  That  disbelief  makes  the 
 watching  and  waiting,  the  task  of  always  being  ready  for  His  appearing,  seem  a  foolish 
 occupation.  We  assume  that  we  have  time  to  get  our  house  in  order.  We  assume  that  we 
 have  time  to  live  for  Him  when  we’re  older,  when  we’ve  had  all  the  fun  we  want  to  have, 
 tasted all that the world has to o�er, experienced all that the world has to give. 

 But  we  are  called  over  and  over  to  watch  and  wait,  to  be  ready.  The  Hebrew  word 
 translated  “watch”  literally  means  to  lean  forward,  to  peer  into  the  distance  .  This,  to  me, 
 implies  an  eager  anticipation  of  a  coming  event.  If  my  life  is  going  on  around  me,  people 
 coming  and  going,  chores  to  complete,  work  to  be  done,  but  I  am  still  peering  into  the 
 distance,  what  I  am  looking  for  is  something  I  long  for,  and  I  will  complete  my  tasks  with 
 one  eye  on  the  horizon.  I  would  not  allow  my  house  to  get  into  disarray  because  I  know  I 
 won’t have time to clean it up. I would want to be ready. 

 Regardless  of  when  our  Lord  returns,  we  must  watch  expectantly  and  wait  for  the  God  of 
 our  salvation.  We  must  be  ready  at  all  times.  What  does  that  look  like  in  real  life?  It  is  a 
 humble  acceptance  of  God’s  authority,  it  is  a  life  spent  listening  to  the  guidance  of  the 
 Holy  Spirit,  it  is  a  mind,  body,  and  soul  that  is  submitted  to  the  will  of  the  Father.  It  is 
 keeping  yourself  in  check,  allowing  the  Holy  Spirit  to  produce  the  fruits  of  self-control, 
 love,  kindness,  gentleness,  meekness,  patience,  goodness,  joy,  peace.  It  is  quickly  and  truly 
 confessing  and  repenting  of  your  sins,  keeping  the  lines  of  communication  and 
 communion open and active. 

 Watch  the  clock,  dear  ones.  Wait  expectantly.  He  is  coming,  be  it  today  or  tomorrow,  or  100 
 years  from  now.  We  are  called  to  be  ready,  to  eagerly  anticipate,  to  peer  intently  into  the 
 distance. Watch and wait. 

 Father, we thank You for Your promised return. We thank You for the hope that You give us. 
 We ask You to help us be ready, to long for Your appearing to such a degree that our lives are 

 arranged around that event. We eagerly wait for You. 
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