
 Simplify 

 He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 
 to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

 We  humans  are  a  ridiculously  pitiful  race.  We  complicate  things  that  are  inherently  simple 
 and  simplify  things  that  are  impossibly  complicated.  Basically  we  do  the  exact  opposite  of 
 what  God  says.  When  God  gave  His  people  the  law  through  His  servant  Moses,  He  was  very 
 exact  and  covered  a  great  many  situations  in  minute  detail.  But  when  Jesus  was  asked 
 what  is  the  greatest  commandment,  the  answer  was  to  love  the  Lord  your  God  with  all 
 your  heart,  all  your  soul,  and  all  your  mind.  The  second,  continued  Jesus,  was  like  unto  it, 
 to  love  your  neighbor  as  yourself.  On  these  two  commandments  hang  all  the  law  and 
 prophets  (Matthew  22:36-40).  What  is  radically  simple  was  complicated  by  traditions  and 
 rituals  and  religious  practices  that  had  the  e�ect  of  separating  and  dividing  rather  than 
 gathering and including. Nothing has changed in the millennia since. What was, still is. 

 I  found  the  first  8  verses  of  Micah  chapter  6  to  be  very  pointed  and  very  interesting.  The 
 text  is  set  up  like  a  court  proceeding,  with  the  prosecutor  (the  Lord)  asking  questions  of 
 the  defendant  (Israel).  The  Lord  says  to  Israel  in  verse  3,  “My  people,  what  have  I  done  to 
 you,  and  how  have  I  wearied  you?”  He  goes  on  to  highlight  some  of  His  work  on  their 
 behalf,  reminding  them  of  what  He  had  done  for  them.  Then  He  begins  asking  questions 
 as  if  from  their  point  of  view  in  verse  6.  That  and  the  following  verse  exposes  how 
 ridiculous  their  mindset  was.  They  had  adopted  the  view  that  all  God  required  of  them  was 
 to  show  up  with  sacrifices.  They  then  complicated  it  by  assuming  that  God  demanded 
 they  even  sacrifice  their  firstborn  as  recompense  for  their  sinful  acts,  intimating  that 
 God’s requirements were more than they could bear. 

 But  the  Lord  had  told  them  over  and  over,  and  we  have  the  same  information,  that  what 
 He  requires  is  our  hearts  .  He  wants  us  to  choose  to  follow  Him.  He  requires  of  us  to  do 
 justice  and  love  kindness  (to  love  our  neighbor  as  ourselves)  and  to  walk  humbly  with  our 
 God (to love the Lord our God with all our hearts, souls, and minds). Simple. 

 It’s  simple,  but  it’s  not  easy.  What  He  wants  from  us  is  the  one  thing  that  we  prefer  to  hold 
 on  to  to  the  end.  We  will  fight  tooth  and  nail  to  keep  it,  deceiving  ourselves  and  falling  for 
 the deception of God’s enemy. 

 He  has  not  placed  onerous  burdens  on  us,  exacting  rituals  and  formulated  traditions. 
 From  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  time,  God  wants  our  hearts.  He  wants  what  is  inside  us, 
 not  the  dance  of  ritual  which  is  only  done  externally.  He  wants  us  to  worship  Him  in  spirit 
 and  in  truth  through  faith  in  His  Son,  Jesus.  He’s  done  all  the  work.  All  we  have  to  do  is 
 believe and accept the gift. Simple. 

 Father, we thank You for the majesty and simplicity of Your grace. We thank You that You know our 
 hearts, and love us anyway. We thank You for making the way for us to worship You, to follow You, to 

 fall in love with You through the ultimate sacrifice of Your Son. Open our hearts and minds to the truth, 
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