
 In the Midst 

 Many nations will join themselves to the LORD in that day and will become My people. �en I 
 will dwell in your midst, and you will know that the LORD of hosts has sent Me to you. 

 Zechariah 2:11 

 I  have  no  frame  of  reference  for  what  Almighty  God  has  planned  for  eternity.  That  reality 
 comes  home  to  me  when  I  read  verses  such  as  the  feature  verse  above.  When  I  think  about 
 it  at  this  moment,  in  my  human  understanding  and  ability  to  reason,  I  cannot  wrap  my 
 head  around  the  Lord  dwelling  in  our  midst.  The  only  reference  I  have  is  what  is  around 
 me,  the  fallen,  diseased,  and  deranged  world  in  which  I  live.  I  see  those  professing  to  be 
 followers  of  Christ  perverting  His  love,  His  grace,  and  His  truth.  I  see  those  outside  of 
 Christ  denying  His  existence,  His  deity,  and  the  impact  of  His  death,  burial,  and 
 resurrection.  I  see  the  struggle  I  have  within  myself  on  a  day  to  day  basis  to  walk  in  His 
 ways.  I  see  the  struggle  I  have  to  remain  submitted  to  His  authority,  surrendered  to  His 
 leadership.  I  constantly  pull  and  tug  against  the  yoke  of  fellowship  with  Christ,  determined 
 to go my own way. 

 We  are  told  that  when  we  place  our  faith  in  Christ  as  Savior  and  Redeemer,  He  sends  to  us 
 His  Holy  Spirit  to  take  up  residence  in  our  hearts.  He  dwells  with  us,  guiding  us  from  the 
 inside  into  paths  of  righteousness  for  His  name’s  sake.  At  this  moment,  the  Spirit  of  Christ 
 our  Lord  dwells  within  me  and  bears  witness  to  the  glory  and  majesty  of  my  King.  Yet  I 
 ignore Him, I silence Him, I smother Him with my own will and way. 

 If  I  do  such  as  this  now,  when  He  has  lavished  such  unfathomable  love  and  attention  on 
 me,  I  know  that  I  am  helpless  to  deserve  the  honor  of  Him  dwelling  physically  among  us 
 when  that  day  comes.  Yet,  dwell  with  us  He  will.  His  word  tells  us  over  and  over  (three  times 
 in  the  passage  containing  the  feature  verse,  not  to  mention  throughout  the  rest  of  His 
 Word) that He will dwell (reside, permanently stay)  in the midst  of us. 

 I  look  forward  to  that  day  of  rest,  for  restful  it  will  be  as  I  will  no  longer  battle  against  my 
 flesh  and  against  the  enemy  of  my  soul.  I  believe  it  will  happen  just  as  He  has  said.  But  I 
 know  in  my  heart  that  truly  it  will  be  we  who  dwell  in  His  midst,  surrounded  by  His  glory, 
 through  the  unmatched,  unending  love  He  Himself  has  for  us,  this  wayward,  stubborn, 
 ignorant race. 

 We  deserve  eternal  separation  from  God.  We  deserve  the  condemnation  and  judgment 
 that  our  sins  have  earned  us.  But  God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  lavished  His  love  upon  us  and 
 made  the  way  for  us  to  dwell  with  Him  for  eternity,  where  He  will  permanently  reside  in  our 
 midst.  What  hope!  What  joy  there  is  in  that  knowledge!  Let  us  praise  Him  for  His 
 marvelous, matchless grace! 

 Father, we thank You for the promises You have made to us. We don’t deserve Your 
 consideration, we don’t deserve Your grace and mercy. Yet You have given of Yourself and 

 have promised to dwell among us for eternity. We praise You, for You are worthy to be praised! 
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