
 Take Courage 

 ‘And all you people of the land take courage,’ declares the Lord, ‘and work; for I am with you,’ 
 declares the Lord of hosts. 

 Haggai 2:4b 

 It’s  hard  to  be  courageous  in  this  world  we  live  in  today.  It  seems  like  everywhere  we  turn 
 there  is  new  and  worse  evil.  The  God  of  Creation  is  jeered  at,  dismissed,  reduced, 
 minimized,  or  outright  denied.  His  people  are  made  laughingstocks.  His  work  is 
 abandoned  or  done  half-heartedly.  His  church  is  corrupted  and  sullied  by  those  who 
 refuse  to  bow  before  their  King  yet  still  carry  His  name.  I  have  thought  a  lot  recently  about 
 the  state  of  the  world  as  it  is  today,  comparing  it  with  how  it  was  60  to  70  years  ago.  While  I 
 wasn’t  alive  then,  I  know  that  there  were  many  great  men  and  women  of  God  doing  His 
 work,  and  the  general  mindset  of  this  country  in  particular  was  one  of  reverence  and 
 respect for our Creator. 

 Verse  3  of  Haggai  2  says:  “Who  is  left  among  you  who  saw  this  temple  in  its  former  glory? 
 And  how  do  you  see  it  now?  Does  it  not  seem  to  you  like  nothing  in  comparison?”  It  makes 
 me  want  to  ask  who  is  left  among  us  who  saw  our  country  in  its  former  glory?  Who  saw  our 
 churches  on  their  knees  in  reverence  and  honor  of  the  Lord  of  hosts?  Who  saw  our 
 families  intact,  our  values  and  goals  in  obedience  to  the  Word  of  God?  Today  is  nothing 
 like  yesterday.  And  it’s  discouraging.  It  feels  like  nothing  we  do  is  going  to  make  a 
 di�erence. 

 But  we  are  still  called  to  work.  We  are  still  called  to  bow  in  reverence  and  honor  to  our 
 King.  We  are  still  called  to  be  salt  and  light.  We  are  still  called  to  fight  the  good  fight,  to 
 keep  the  faith.  God  knows  us,  He  knows  our  weaknesses,  He  knows  our  fears,  our 
 discouragement,  our  disillusionment.  He  knows  that  the  task  that  is  before  us  seems 
 impossible,  insurmountable.  But  He  calls  us  to  “take  courage  and  work,  for  I  am  with  you.” 
 Regardless  of  what  is  going  on  around  us,  we  are  still  to  be  courageous.  Regardless  of  who 
 recognizes  the  authority  of  our  God,  we  still  must.  Regardless  of  the  sheer  amount  of  work 
 in front of us, we are still to get busy. 

 I  love  that  God  encourages  us.  I  love  that  He  reminds  us  that  He  is  with  us.  I  love  that  He 
 gives  us  strength  to  get  up  again  and  work  for  Him.  I  love  that  He  reminds  us  over  and 
 over  that  even  if  no  one  else  does,  we  are  to  put  Him  first.  We  are  to  take  courage,  because 
 He  is  with  us.  Verse  5  gives  us  some  beautiful  words:  “My  Spirit  is  abiding  in  your  midst;  do 
 not  fear!”  Take  courage,  and  trust  Him!  Greater  is  He  that  is  within  us  than  he  that  is  in  the 
 world. 

 Father, we thank You that You know our weaknesses and fears. We thank You that You tell us 
 over and over to fear not, trust You, and take courage. We are helpless to do so on our own, 

 but we know that You are in our midst. Help us to focus on You and move forward, even in the 
 midst of these frightening times. 
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