
 Stirred Up 

 So the Lord stirred up the spirit…of all the remnant of the people; and they came and worked 
 on the house of the Lord of hosts, their God. 

 Haggai 1:14 

 I  found  an  interesting  tidbit  in  the  first  chapter  of  Haggai.  A  little  background:  the  nation 
 of  Israel  had  been  taken  captive  as  prophesied  because  of  their  sinfulness  and  refusal  to 
 repent  before  God.  The  captivity  reached  its  70th  year,  and  (again,  as  prophesied)  they 
 were  released  to  return  to  their  homeland.  Their  city  was  in  ruins,  the  temple  destroyed, 
 the  walls  of  the  city  torn  down.  The  captives  returned  and  just  kind  of  hunkered  down, 
 scratching  out  a  meager  existence,  defeated  and  discouraged  and  down.  They  were  no 
 longer  captives  but  they  were  barely  making  it  from  day  to  day.  As  the  temple  sat  in  its 
 ruined  state,  God  sent  His  prophet  to  spur  them  to  action:  get  up,  get  busy  and  rebuild 
 the temple. 

 The  interesting  thing  that  I  found  is  the  order  in  which  certain  things  happened.  The 
 group  as  a  whole  was  told  to  put  their  e�ort  and  energy  into  rebuilding  the  house  of  the 
 Lord,  and  in  verse  12  we  see  that  they  “obeyed  the  voice  of  the  Lord  their  God…and  the 
 people  showed  reverence  for  the  Lord.”  This  obedience  came  in  the  midst  of  their  despair, 
 depression  and  defeat.  They  didn’t  feel  like  obeying.  It  didn’t  fit  with  their  mood.  God  didn’t 
 come  in  and  restore  their  fortunes,  bringing  them  home  to  beautifully  appointed  houses 
 with  thriving  gardens  and  fields,  fat  livestock,  and  burgeoning  grapes.  No,  they  came 
 home  to  utter  ruin,  and  God  told  them  to  build  His  house.  But,  because  of  that  obedience, 
 because  they  heard  the  word  of  the  Lord  and  acted  on  it  ,  God  honored  their  obedience 
 and  stirred up their spirits  . He gave them the “want to.” 

 Very  interesting  to  me.  The  obedience  came  first,  not  the  “want  to.”  How  often  do  I  expect 
 things  to  be  the  other  way  around?  Pretty  much  all  the  time.  I  expect  to  have  the  fervor 
 and  zeal  for  a  task  or  a  concept  before  I  obey  what  God’s  word  says.  I  expect  to  want  to  .  I 
 expect  to  have  all  my  needs  met  along  with  a  lot  of  my  wants  before  I  get  busy  working  on 
 God’s  stu�.  When  I  do  feel  a  call  to  a  certain  activity  or  action,  my  first  instinct  is  to  check 
 my  own  status  and  see  what  needs  done  for  myself  before  I  can  go  do  what  He  wants  me 
 to do. 

 But  that  is  not  what  He  calls  us  to  do,  is  it?  Over  and  over  in  scripture  we  find  the 
 command  to  seek  Him  first,  to  put  Him  first,  to  do  His  work  first  and  build  His  kingdom, 
 and  trust  Him  to  see  to  our  needs.  When  we  do,  when  we  obey,  He  will  then  stir  up  our 
 hearts with zeal for Him. But obedience comes first. 

 Father, we thank You for Your living word. We thank You that You are the same yesterday, 
 today, and forever. We thank You that You honor obedience and repay it with blessings. Help 

 us to seek You first, to obey Your commands, and leave the rest up to You. Stir our hearts, 
 Lord. 
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