
 Consider Your Ways 

 �us says the Lord of hosts, “Consider your ways! Go up to the mountains, bring wood and 
 rebuild the temple, that I may be pleased with it and be glorified,” says the Lord. 

 Haggai 1:7-8 

 I  find  that  it  is  very  easy  for  me  to  get  locked  into  destructive  mindsets  and  attitudes. 
 What  comes  naturally  to  me,  the  thought  patterns  and  operational  beliefs,  often  revert  to 
 something  that  bears  little  resemblance  to  what  I  consciously  want,  or  at  least  what  I  say  I 
 want.  There’s  a  passage  in  Romans  that  has  always  resonated  with  me,  where  Paul  talks 
 about  how  the  good  that  he  wants  to  do,  he  doesn’t  do,  and  the  evil  that  he  doesn’t  want 
 to  do,  that’s  what  he  does.  In  my  own  life,  I’m  not  referring  to  what  we  think  of  as  “evil,”  but 
 the  lack  of  good,  of  eternal,  of  kingdom  work.  I  just  don’t  do  it.  I  want  to,  but  my  “want-to” 
 isn’t  as  strong  as  my  “going  to.”  I  find  that  this  is  an  unsatisfying  existence.  It  feels  like 
 running  in  place.  Like  treading  water.  I’m  not  getting  anywhere.  I’m  doing  the  same  thing 
 today  that  I  did  yesterday,  and  the  same  thing  tomorrow  that  I  do  today.  At  some  point  I 
 sit  down  and  review  the  activities  of  the  previous  week  and  think,  what  have  I  produced? 
 Nothing. Just work and worry and stress and exertion. 

 Verse  6  of  Haggai  chapter  1  really  resonated  with  me.  “You  have  sown  much,  but  harvest 
 little;  you  eat,  but  there  is  not  enough  to  be  satisfied;  you  drink,  but  there  is  not  enough  to 
 become  drunk;  you  put  on  clothing,  but  no  one  is  warm  enough;  and  he  who  earns,  earns 
 wages  to  put  into  a  purse  with  holes.”  What  an  accurate  description  of  my  day  to  day  life! 
 It seems like everything I do is self-defeating…my purse has holes! 

 The  Lord  says  “Consider  your  ways.”  So  I  sat  down  and  considered  my  ways.  I  considered 
 what  I  do  on  a  daily  basis,  what  I  spend  time  and  e�ort  on,  what  I  put  my  money  towards, 
 what  I  think  about  and  fantasize  about.  I  thought  about  what  I  feel  strongly  God  has 
 called  me  to  do,  and  how  I  had  let  that  slip  away,  because  I  wasn’t  able  to  devote  my 
 attention to it the way I expected to. I acted like that calling was a wrong number.. 

 Verse  8  says  “Go  up  to  the  mountains,  bring  wood  and  rebuild  the  temple,  that  I  may  be 
 pleased  with  it  and  be  glorified  .”  I  may  not  be  called  to  build  an  actual  temple,  but  I  am 
 called  to  build  the  kingdom  of  God.  I  am  called  to  focus  on  His  work,  what  pleases  Him, 
 what  glorifies  Him.  I  am  called  to  use  my  talents  and  skills  and  creativity  to  point  to  Him.  I 
 am called to put Him first, above my own needs, above my own wants. 

 Consider  your  ways.  Consider  what  you  are  building…a  drafty  shack  or  a  glorious  temple 
 to  the  God  of  Heaven?  Does  your  purse  have  holes?  I  know  that  I  want  my  e�orts  to  be 
 applied  to  what  will  last  eternally.  I  want  to  please  the  Lord,  and  I  pray  that  I  will  continue 
 to consider my ways…and change whatever is not leading me to Him. 

 Father, we thank You for Your unending love for us. We thank You that You are the God of 
 Heaven, and You alone can satisfy our thirsty souls. Help us to build Your kingdom, pointing 

 the way to You, and in so doing, please and glorify You. 
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