
 Guilty 

 I will go and return to My place until they acknowledge their guilt and seek My face; in their 
 a�iction they will earnestly seek Me. 

 Hosea 5:15 

 No  one  likes  to  be  guilty.  It  is  hardwired  into  our  sin  nature  that  we  push  guilt  away.  I  know 
 this  from  an  honest  look  at  my  own  life,  but  also  because  I  work  with  children.  These  small 
 people  go  to  great  lengths  to  avoid  guilt.  No  one  teaches  them  to  do  this;  it  comes  quite 
 naturally  to  them.  They  will  shift  blame,  prevaricate,  redefine  the  rules,  rationalize  and 
 justify,  all  to  keep  from  carrying  any  guilt.  Most  of  us  never  grow  out  of  it.  As  adults,  even 
 the most truthful among us, we will do all the same things when faced with our own guilt. 

 There  is  a  single  Hebrew  word  that  is  translated  “acknowledge  their  guilt”  in  the  feature 
 verse  above.  It  is  asham  and  is  pronounced  “aw-shame.”  Shame.  Ashamed.  Guilty.  The  first 
 definition  of  the  word  deals  with  the  reality  of  the  sin  (to  be  guilty,  to  do  wrong,  to  be  held 
 guilty,  to  be  incriminated).  The  second  definition  deals  with  the  emotions  of  the  sin  (to  be 
 desolate,  to  acknowledge  o�ense).  Definition  one  exists  whether  we  ever  get  to  definition 
 two. The guilt is there whether we acknowledge it or not. 

 I  know  from  my  own  life  that  I  will  contort  myself  into  extremely  uncomfortable  positions  to 
 keep  from  acknowledging  my  own  guilt.  I  follow  all  the  same  steps  as  the  beautiful  children 
 I  work  with  when  faced  with  my  sin.  Even  after  acknowledging  my  guilt,  I  will  still  shift 
 blame.  Guilt  is  uncomfortable.  It  is  weighty  and  smothering.  And  rather  than  see  the  sin 
 that  causes  the  guilt,  we  blame  guilt  itself  and  do  everything  in  our  power  to  get  out  from 
 under it. 

 But  there  is  only  one  way  to  get  rid  of  guilt.  I  praise  Jesus  that  there  is  a  way.  The  enemy 
 of  our  souls  tells  us  there  is  not;  that  we  will  be  forever  drowning  in  shame.  But  Jesus 
 made  the  way.  In  Psalm  34:22  we  find  this  truth:  “The  Lord  redeems  the  soul  of  His  servants: 
 and  none  of  them  that  trust  in  Him  shall  be  desolate.”  The  word  translated  desolate?  The 
 same  word.  To  be  guilty.  “None  of  them  that  trust  in  Him  shall  be  guilty  .”  Mercy,  what  a 
 beautiful truth! 

 We  labor  and  toil  and  sweat  and  work,  and  get  deeper  and  deeper  and  deeper  into  sin 
 when  we  try  to  get  out  from  under  it  on  our  own.  Every  device,  every  method  will  fail  and 
 will  leave  us  more  bound  and  more  enslaved  than  when  we  started.  But  when  we 
 acknowledge  our  guilt  …step  into  it,  own  it,  and  bring  it  honestly  before  the  Almighty,  we 
 find  that  all  our  guilt  is  lifted  away.  Because  Jesus  the  Christ  took  it  all  on  Himself.  We  are 
 guilty. But He took the blame. 

 Father, we thank You for Your abiding Word. We thank You that You have made a way for us to worship 
 and dwell with You. We thank You that You gave Your own Son to take our guilt and shame. Help us to 

 acknowledge our guilt before You and open the door to renewed relationship with You. 
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