
 Down But Not Out 

 Listen to the word of the Lord, O sons of Israel, for the Lord has a case against the inhabitants 
 of the land, because there is no faithfulness or kindness or knowledge of God in the land. 

 Hosea 4:1 

 As  I  was  reading  Hosea  4  I  was  struck  by  the  similarities  of  the  list  of  unrighteousness 
 pro�ered  in  Jehovah’s  case  (feature  verse)  against  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  and  the  list 
 of  unrighteousness  and  evil  found  in  Romans  1.  Comparing  those  two  lists  to  the  day  and 
 time  in  which  we  live,  I  find  that  there  is  no  di�erence.  What  the  Israelites  and  those  living 
 in Paul’s day were accused of could accurately be applied to those around us today. 

 I  think  the  most  damning  item  on  the  list  in  the  feature  verse  above  is  that  there  is  no 
 “knowledge  of  God.”  We  see  that  multiplied  and  magnified  in  our  culture.  Why  is  that?  Is 
 God  less?  Less  powerful,  less  holy,  less  righteous,  less  present?  Of  course  not!  He  is  the 
 same  yesterday,  today,  and  forever.  He  has  not  lost  His  power  nor  His  throne.  Why  does  it 
 appear that He has then? 

 Who  are  the  ambassadors  for  Christ?  Who  is  responsible  for  telling  others  about  Him? 
 Who  is  responsible  for  demonstrating  His  kindness  and  goodness,  His  righteousness,  His 
 truth  and  grace?  Who  is  called  to  be  salt  and  light?  We  are.  We  followers  of  Christ.  We  are 
 the  salt  of  the  earth,  and  we  have  lost  our  savor.  We  are  His  ambassadors  and  we  have 
 lost  His  letter  of  recommendation.  We  have  taken  our  eyes  o�  our  Savior,  we  have  set 
 ourselves  up  on  the  throne  of  our  hearts  and  bowed  to  selfish  desires  and  earthly 
 pleasures. 

 What  is  the  solution?  The  same  solution  that  has  always  been:  repent.  “The  sacrifices  of 
 God  are  a  broken  spirit;  a  broken  and  contrite  heart,  O  God,  You  will  not  despise,”  (Ps  51:17). 
 Bow  the  knee  (He  is  greater  than  we  are),  bow  the  head  (He  is  our  Authority),  and  bow  the 
 heart  (He  is  our  Redeemer,  the  Purchaser  of  our  salvation)  before  the  righteous  and  holy 
 God. 

 This  world  is  winding  down,  time  is  short  and  the  age  of  grace  will  soon  come  to  an  end. 
 But  it  is  not  over  yet.  There  is  work  still  to  do.  We  His  people  may  be  down,  but  we  are  not 
 out,  because  greater  is  He  that  is  in  us  than  he  that  is  in  the  world.  Dust  o�  your  armor, 
 friend.  Dust  o�  your  letter  of  recommendation.  Let  the  blood  of  Christ  cleanse  you  of  all 
 unrighteousness.  Stand  up  and  step  once  again  into  battle,  raising  His  banner  high.  Live 
 and  breathe  and  be  His  ambassador,  drawing  others  to  Christ.  “Such  were  some  of  us,”  but 
 we  are  washed,  sanctified,  and  justified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Be  the 
 di�erence  that  this  world  needs  to  see.  Let  us  once  again  be  salt  and  light  in  this  dark 
 and decaying world. 

 Search us, O God, and know our hearts; try us and know our anxious thoughts; see if there be 
 any wicked way in us, and lead us in the everlasting way. Raise us up, Lord; wake us up, Lord. 

 May we be Your ambassadors, Your shining light on a hill, pointing all to the Way. 
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