
 Door of Hope 

 �en I will give her her vineyards from there, and the valley of Achor as a door of hope. And she will 
 sing there as in the days of her youth, as in the day when she came up from the land of Egypt. 

 Hosea 2:15 

 Many  of  us  have  lived  for  a  time  in  a  valley  of  trouble.  I  dwelled  in  the  Valley  of  Achor  for  a 
 long  time.  Like  Israel,  I  got  myself  there  by  my  consistent  dismissal  of  God  and  His  love  for 
 me, and persistent pursuit of the pleasures of this world, the Baals, the idols. 

 I  was  already  His,  He  had  already  covered  me  in  His  blood.  Yet,  like  Israel,  like  Gomer  in  the 
 book  of  Hosea,  I  stopped  looking  at  God,  stopped  listening  for  Him,  stopped  pursuing 
 Him  and  instead  went  after  the  idols  of  pride  and  pleasure.  There  is  nothing  to  be  gained 
 from  that.  I  have  learned  this  the  hard  way,  and  hope  my  story  will  inspire  others  to  skip 
 the  hard  lessons  and  go  directly  to  the  praise,  worship,  and  service  of  Almighty  God  and 
 Jesus His Son. 

 I  love  verse  7  of  Hosea  2:  “She  will  pursue  her  lovers,  but  she  will  not  overtake  them;  and 
 she  will  seek  them,  but  will  not  find  them.  Then  she  will  say,  ‘I  will  go  back  to  my  first 
 husband,  for  it  was  better  for  me  then  than  now!’  “  I  have  been  there.  I  have  been  in 
 pursuit  of  all  the  pleasures  this  world  could  o�er,  only  to  find  that  the  pleasure  was  an 
 illusion,  a  great  deception,  and  nowhere  to  be  found.  I  have  also  said  I  will  return  to  You, 
 Father, because You are all I have left. 

 And  God,  in  His  infinite  love  for  me,  gave  me  vineyards  from  the  wilderness  in  which  I  found 
 myself,  where  He  had  spoken  to  me  from  His  heart  (vs  14).  He  turned  the  valley  of  my 
 trouble  into  a  doorway  of  hope.  A  door  that  I  had  the  choice  to  walk  through  or  to  turn 
 from. In walking through, I found relief, release, redemption, and restoration. 

 Verse  16  describes  the  new  relationship  that  comes  as  a  result  of  walking  through  that 
 door  of  hope:  “  ‘It  will  come  about  in  that  day,’  declares  the  Lord,  ‘that  you  will  call  Me  Ishi 
 and  will  no  longer  call  Me  Baal.’  “  The  word  Ishi  means  “husband,”  and  the  word  Baal 
 literally  means  “master.”  This  is  a  beautiful  change  in  relationship,  a  deepening,  a  love  that 
 is  true  and  real  and  compassionate  and  honest.  Instead  of  a  harsh,  unfeeling,  cold 
 “master,”  God  is  the  husband  of  my  heart.  There  is  love  and  hope  and  beauty  in  this 
 relationship. 

 If  you  are  standing  in  the  valley  of  Achor,  look  for  the  Door  of  Hope.  In  John  10:9,  Jesus 
 says  “I  am  the  door;  if  anyone  enters  through  Me,  he  will  be  saved.”  Walk  through,  my 
 friend. 

 Father, thank You for sending Your Son to be the Door of hope for us. �ank You for making a 
 way in our valley of trouble. Help us to turn to You, to bow our heads and hearts to You, and to 

 allow You to be the husband of our hearts. 

 https://freedom-in-christ.org 


