
 Between Go and So 

 When the Lord first spoke through Hosea, the Lord said to Hosea, “Go take to yourself a wife of harlotry 
 and have children of harlotry; for the land commits flagrant harlotry, forsaking the Lord. So he went 

 and took Gomer the daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son. 
 Hosea 1:2-3 

 Several  times  I  have  felt  impressed  that  God  was  telling  me  to  do  something.  Sometimes  it 
 was  something  I  needed  to  change  or  turn  away  from,  sometimes  something  I  needed  to 
 begin.  Always  it  has  involved  risk  and/or  sacrifice.  I  have  not  always  obeyed  quickly. 
 Actually,  I  have  rarely  obeyed  quickly.  First  o�  it  takes  me  some  time  to  figure  out  what 
 He’s  trying  to  tell  me  because  I  don’t  listen  well,  then  I  have  to  go  through  the  mental  and 
 emotional gymnastics to get to the point of obedience. 

 I  began  reading  in  Hosea  this  morning  for  my  personal  study.  I’m  familiar  with  the  story  of 
 Hosea  and  the  direct  correlation  between  the  events  in  Hosea’s  life  and  the  saga  of  Israel 
 and  her  God.  I’ve  always  loved  the  story  as  it  has  been  related  to  me  by  others;  now  I  am 
 beginning  to  study  it  for  myself.  I  found  it  odd  that  what  jumped  out  at  me  first  was  the 
 little  word  “so”  in  verse  3.  It’s  an  important  word,  as  the  little  ones  often  are  in  my  study  of 
 God’s Word. 

 I  wondered  what  took  place  between  the  “go”  of  God  and  the  “so”  of  Hosea.  Perhaps  I 
 wondered  this  because  so  often  there  is  a  great  deal  between  the  go  and  so  in  my  own 
 life.  I  know  the  misery  I  have  put  myself  through  between  those  two  words.  I  have  turned  a 
 deaf  ear,  I  have  rationalized  and  justified,  I  have  argued  and  pleaded,  I  have  cried  and 
 begged.  Sometimes  the  pause  between  the  words  lasts  days,  sometimes  months, 
 sometimes  years.  Sometimes  there’s  a  going  deeper  before  a  coming  out.  Sometimes  the 
 back  and  forth  is  the  point,  that  open  and  respectful  dialogue  with  our  Creator; 
 sometimes  the  obedience  is  the  issue.  In  my  life  the  pause  is  indicative  of  either  willful  sin 
 or lack of trust. 

 I  think  there  has  been  an  impression  in  my  mind  that  those  whose  stories  are  told  in 
 Scripture  always  obeyed  immediately.  There  are  other  examples  of  little  information  given 
 between  “go”  and  “so.”  There  are  also  examples  given  of  time  spent  praying,  seeking  God’s 
 face  and  will  and  seeking  understanding,  and  times  spent  running  away  from  what  has 
 been  asked  of  them.  I  find  that  immeasurably  comforting,  not  as  proof  that  I  can  run  away 
 from  God  (because  that  never  turns  out  well).  But  I  am  learning  that  those  heroes  of  faith 
 recorded  for  our  study  are  just  as  fallible  and  human  as  I  am,  and  it  is  not  their  example  I 
 am  to  aim  for,  it  is  Christ  Himself.  Impossible  as  that  is,  He  has  given  me  His  Holy  Spirit  to 
 guide me between the “go” and “so.” 

 Father, we thank You for Your patient love for us. We thank You that You know our frame, 
 that we are but dust. We thank You that You continually reach down to us to bring us closer to 
 Yourself. Help us to turn away from willful sin and fully place our trust in You, so that we will 

 go when and where You say, regardless of what is asked. 
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