
 Calamity 

 As it is written in the law of Moses, all this calamity has come on us; yet we have not sought the 
 favor of the Lord our God by turning from our iniquity and giving attention to Your truth. 

 Daniel 9:13 

 God  honors  His  promises.  This  is  clear  in  His  word;  over  and  over  we  see  examples  of  this 
 principle.  In  my  own  life,  I  have  seen  promises  fulfilled.  We  like  to  think  of  that  in  a  positive 
 light.  We  like  to  claim  His  promises  when  we’re  in  a  time  of  trial,  when  sickness  or  disease 
 has  struck  us,  when  we’re  under  the  strain  of  financial  ruin.  But  there  are  also  promises 
 that  we  don’t  want  Him  to  fulfill.  We’d  rather  just  stick  to  the  good  ones.  But  those 
 promises,  the  ones  that  deal  with  our  own  sin  and  rebellion  and  rejection  of  Him  and  His 
 statutes, those we don’t want or truly even expect Him to fulfill. 

 We  assume  He  is  a  God  of  love,  and  we  are  right.  But  He  is  also  a  God  of  holiness  and 
 righteousness.  He  is  longsu�ering,  but  His  patience  has  an  end.  And  the  end  of  His 
 patience  is  the  beginning  of  our  calamity.  I  am  speaking  from  my  own  life,  my  own 
 experiences  when  I  say  that  the  calamity  allowed  by  God  is  miserable,  stark  and  terrifying, 
 painful  and  hard.  And  it  is  righteous.  It  is  designed  to  get  our  attention.  There  are  those 
 who  think  that  He  gives  us  no  warnings,  just  lowers  the  boom  on  us  when  we  make  one 
 misstep.  That  line  of  thought  does  such  a  disservice  to  the  heart  of  God.  I  can  say  from  my 
 own  life  that  there  are  days  and  weeks  and  months  and  sometimes  even  years  of 
 warnings,  of  subtle  nudges,  of  realizations  and  conclusions  drawn.  He  is  longsu�ering 
 and  operates  out  of  His  grace  and  mercy.  But  when  we  refuse  to  turn  from  our  iniquity 
 and give attention to His truth, He will allow calamity to strike. 

 What  we  do  with  that  calamity  is  important.  What  we  learn  from  it,  what  we  allow  God  to 
 teach  us  through  it,  that  sets  the  tone  for  our  future.  When  we  confess  our  sins  and 
 humble  our  hearts  before  Him,  then  He  restores  us.  He  may  not  restore  us  the  way  we 
 want.  We  may  have  forfeited  certain  of  His  blessings  by  our  rebellion,  but  when  He  brings 
 conviction  and  we  heed  it,  when  we  humble  ourselves  before  Him  and  agree  with  Him,  He 
 is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 The  sad  thing  is  that  many  of  us  sit  in  our  calamity.  We  allow  it  to  harden  our  hearts  and 
 turn  us  fully  away  from  our  Creator.  We  blame  Him  and  shame  Him,  we  harbor  bitterness 
 and  anger  towards  Him  for  allowing  us  to  go  through  such  a  trial.  Never  do  we  allow 
 ourselves  to  think  that  we  have  brought  it  on  ourselves  because  of  our  own  stubborn 
 rejection of Him. 

 May  we  humble  ourselves  before  Him  and  admit  our  sins,  turning  from  them  and  giving 
 attention to His truth. 

 Father, we thank You for Your patience and grace. We thank You that You long to be in right 
 relationship with us. Help us to acknowledge our sin before You and turn from it, and give 

 attention to the truth contained in Your word. 
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