
 Witness 

 �en the king gave orders, and Daniel was brought in and cast into the lion’s den. �e king 
 spoke and said to Daniel, “Your God whom you constantly serve will deliver you.” 

 Daniel 6:16 

 What  must  it  be  like  to  be  so  completely  known  as  a  follower  of  Christ  that  even  your 
 thoroughly  secular  coworkers  respect  and  honor  it?  As  I  read  the  feature  verse  above,  it 
 occurred  to  me  that  I  have  failed  spectacularly  in  every  secular  job  I’ve  had.  I  know  that 
 there  are  those  who  are  called  to  remain  in  the  secular  workplace  and  serve  the  King 
 there,  drawing  others  to  the  Way  by  their  speech,  habits,  compassion,  and  grace.  I  am  not 
 so  fortunate.  In  each  secular  position  I’ve  held  I  have  allowed  the  world  around  me  to  stick, 
 tarnishing  myself  and  the  reputation  of  my  King,  sullying  my  letter  of  recommendation, 
 damaging my ambassadorship. 

 In  Daniel’s  case,  the  opposite  is  true.  With  each  monarch  he  served,  he  was  given  favor  by 
 God  to  advance  and  maintain  his  position  of  authority  and  responsibility.  He  was  known 
 by  his  quality  of  work,  by  his  standards  of  excellence  but  also  by  qualities  of  personality 
 that  drew  others  to  him.  Truth  and  grace.  We  know  that  Daniel  spoke  the  truth  regardless 
 of  how  it  would  be  received  and  did  not  pander  to  overblown  egos  and  inflated 
 self-importance.  Yet  he  was  respected,  revered,  honored  within  the  governments  he 
 worked (with the exception of those who were jealous of his power and access to the ruler). 

 Darius  the  king  was,  by  all  accounts,  as  thoroughly  enamored  of  himself  as  any  other 
 monarch  of  the  time.  He  was  easily  swayed  to  institute  a  decree  that  no  one  should  make 
 petition  to  any  god  or  man  besides  himself  for  30  days.  He  had  everything  he  could 
 possibly  want  at  his  fingertips,  absolute  power  over  a  vast  empire,  and  must  have 
 thoroughly  enjoyed  his  position.  But  he  respected  Daniel.  He  knew  him,  trusted  him,  and 
 cared  for  him.  They  were  coming  from  two  totally  di�erent  points  of  view,  yet  Daniel  had 
 endeared  himself  to  his  pagan  boss  to  such  a  degree  that  his  coming  death  by  lion 
 “deeply distressed” the king. 

 His  statement  to  Daniel  on  the  verge  of  being  thrown  into  the  den  is  testament  to  Darius’s 
 deep  respect  for  Daniel  and  knowledge  of  Whom  he  served.  “Your  God  whom  you 
 constantly  serve  will  deliver  you.”  What  a  testimony!  He  had  seen  Daniel’s  faith  and  been 
 drawn  by  Daniel’s  manner  of  living  out  that  faith.  May  the  same  be  said  of  us.  May  we 
 display  the  qualities  of  Christ  that  are  most  endearing  rather  than  the  quirks  and  flaws  of 
 men  in  the  body  of  Christ  that  turn  people  away.  Truth  and  grace.  Compassion.  Ethics. 
 Integrity.  Winsomeness.  That  special  Something  that  only  comes  from  a  true  and  abiding 
 love  for  Jesus  the  Christ.  May  we  dwell  so  completely  in  Him  that  we  cannot  help  but  be  a 
 witness to the transforming power of God. 

 Father, we thank You that it is the kindness of God that draws men to repentance. We ask that 
 You help us display Your kindness, Your compassion, Your love for this fallible human race so 

 that we are great ambassadors for Your kingdom. 
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