
 But if Not 

 “But even if He does not, let it be known to you, O king, that we are not going to serve your 
 gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.” 

 Daniel 3:18 

 Comfort  is  the  enemy  of  growth.  I  am  learning  this,  much  as  I  wish  I  did  not  have  to.  I  would 
 much  prefer  to  be  comfortable,  to  not  have  to  worry.  I  write  that  and  must  shake  my  head 
 at  my  own  thoughts,  because  I  know  from  my  study  of  God’s  word  that  I  do  not  have  to 
 worry,  I  choose  to.  But  chosen  or  not,  I  often  find  myself  in  a  place  of  worry  and  long  to  live 
 in  a  land  of  comfort  and  ease.  I  dream  of  it,  I  pray  for  it,  I  request  it,  I  beg  for  it…just  take 
 care of this one thing so I can relax. 

 When  I  look  at  the  account  in  Daniel  3  of  the  three  Hebrew  boys  defying  the  great  king 
 Nebuchadnezzar,  it  is  easy  for  me  to  miss  the  significance  and  application  to  my  own  life. 
 After  all,  I  am  not  being  threatened  with  painful  death  should  I  not  deny  my  faith  in  Christ. 
 I  tell  myself  that  I  am  not  bowing  down  to  worship  some  strange  man-made  god.  But,  how 
 often  have  I  found  myself  in  a  position  of  bowing  down  to  a  golden  image  that  I  have  set 
 up  in  my  head?  Many,  many  times.  My  Jesus  is  faithful  and  true  to  reveal  them  to  me,  and 
 refuses  to  change  His  truth  no  matter  how  much  I  argue  or  disagree.  I  don’t  listen  well,  I 
 don’t learn quickly, but He is still patient with me and still refuses to change His mind. 

 I  bow  most  easily  to  the  god  of  comfort.  I  want  everything  squared  away,  taken  care  of,  all 
 the  details  seen  to  and  planned  for.  Then,  and  only  then,  do  I  feel  free  to  venture  out  of  my 
 comfort zone to work in service to the King. How short-sighted of me. 

 The  testimony  of  the  three  Hebrew  boys  is  one  that  shames  me  when  I  really  look  at  it. 
 Their  faith  and  utter  reliance  on  the  One  True  God  is  admirable,  and  sometimes  (for  me  at 
 least)  seems  unattainable.  They  blatantly  defied  the  king’s  decree  and  told  him  that  their 
 God,  whom  they  serve,  is  able  to  deliver  them.  But  even  if  He  does  not  ,  we  will  not  serve 
 your  gods  or  worship  the  golden  image  that  you  have  set  up.  It  is  that  mindset  that  I  find 
 myself shying away from. The “but if not.” 

 Even  if  my  comfort  is  never  seen  to,  even  if  this  small  thing  is  not  resolved,  even  if  this  big 
 worry  is  never  done  away  with…still  I  will  not  bow  to  any  false  gods.  I  must  wonder  at 
 myself,  at  my  ability  to  stand  firm  in  the  face  of  my  legitimate  concern.  I  don’t  think  I  have 
 what  it  takes.  I  am  thankful  that  He  does.  I  am  thankful  that  “greater  is  He  that  is  in  me 
 than he that is in the world.” 

 I  prefer  comfort,  and  hope  that  is  what  He  will  give  me.  But  if  not…I  bow  my  heart  and  head 
 before Him and ask that He give me the strength to follow Him and Him alone. 

 Father, we thank You for Your patience with us. We thank You that You are immutable, 
 unmoveable, faithful and true. We ask for Your grace to trust You more, to follow even if the 

 worst happens, and believe that You have us in Your hand always. 
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