
 Grace to Obey 

 For whoever has, to him more shall be given; and whoever does not have, even what he has 
 shall be taken away from him.” 

 Mark 4:25 

 I  have  often  said  before  in  these  essays  that  I  am  a  slow  learner.  I  really  truly  am,  and  am 
 often  appalled  at  the  depth  of  my  ignorance  and  my  capacity  for  self-deception.  Each 
 time  I  realize  what  I’m  doing,  or  not  doing  as  the  case  may  be,  and  make  the  required 
 correction  out  of  love  for  my  Savior,  I  resolve  to  myself  that  I  will  learn  more  quickly  next 
 time,  I  will  not  fall  into  disobedience  as  easily  in  the  future.  I  lie  to  myself.  Maybe  you  do 
 too. 

 I  found  myself  in  a  position  of  disobedience  to  a  prompting  from  the  Holy  Spirit.  This 
 disobedience  lasted  at  least  six  months.  There  were  even  times  when  I  had  the  “aha” 
 moment,  when  I  realized  that  He  was  serious  about  what  He  was  asking  me  to  do,  and 
 said  “I  will  obey.”  I  then  did  not  obey.  Always  with  excuses,  with  reasons  that  seemed  valid 
 to  me,  and  which  I  had  inscribed  as  truth  on  my  heart.  He  was  not  swayed.  I  had  a  moment 
 a  couple  of  weeks  ago  where  I  sat  in  the  midst  of  my  heartache  and  cried  out  in  despair  at 
 what  I  felt  had  been  taken  away  from  me.  I  was  doing  all  the  right  things,  or  so  I  thought, 
 and  I  held  them  up  to  my  Savior  as  proof  that  I  was  not  going  astray.  The  feature  verse 
 above  came  to  mind.  I  acknowledged  it,  even  said  to  someone  that  there  was  a  task  I  was 
 being asked to do that I hadn’t done yet. I still did not follow through. 

 There  is  a  window  of  time  in  which  we  have  the  favor  to  obey.  During  this  time  we  are 
 gifted  the  grace,  the  power,  the  resolve  to  accomplish  what  we  have  been  tasked.  We  can, 
 however,  let  that  window  close  without  our  obedience.  It  then  becomes  harder  to  follow 
 through.  According  to  the  Word  of  the  Almighty,  when  we  choose  this,  when  we  allow  our 
 own  excuses  and  reasons  to  supersede  the  truth  of  our  calling,  even  what  we  have  been 
 given will be taken from us. 

 On  the  day  I  finally  followed  through  with  this  task  I  asked  Him  to  forgive  me  for  taking  it 
 lightly,  for  showing  no  fear  of  Him.  I  asked  Him  to  remove  any  obstacles  from  my  path  that 
 day.  I  think  perhaps  He  wanted  to  test  my  resolve  because  rather  than  removing 
 obstacles,  more  were  dropped  in  front  of  me.  It  is  not  to  my  credit  that  I  followed  through, 
 it  is  because  He  reminded  me  of  Who  He  is,  and  I  feared  losing  what  He  has  given  me  -  not 
 my  salvation,  but  those  specific  and  precious  gifts  that  He  gives  those  who  follow  Him.  I 
 did  follow  through,  and  I  think  because  I  followed  through  even  in  spite  of  new  obstacles, 
 He  actually  did  clear  the  path  and  gave  me  more  grace  to  obey.  Don’t  wait,  my  friend. 
 Obey now, while you have grace to do so. 

 Father, thank You for reminding us that You are sovereign, You are in charge, and You are so 
 much bigger than we are. �ank You for reminding us that we are Your servants. Help us to 

 obey immediately. 
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