
 Magnifying 

 Let them shout for joy and rejoice who favor my vindication; and let them say continually, 
 “�e Lord be magnified, who delights in the prosperity of His servant.” 

 Psalm 35:27 

 I  have  to  wear  reading  glasses.  While  my  vision  is  otherwise  perfect,  still  age  has  taken  its 
 toll  on  my  eyes  and  now  I  can’t  live  without  my  readers.  If  they  are  not  on  my  face,  I  keep 
 them  on  my  person  at  all  times,  usually  on  top  of  my  head,  handy  for  easy  access. 
 Sometimes  they  get  in  my  way,  though,  or  fall  o�,  or  bang  against  something,  or  just 
 generally  make  a  nuisance  of  themselves.  I  find  myself  frustrated  with  the  necessity  of 
 them,  having  to  make  accommodations  for  them  that  others  do  not.  But  the  reality  is,  I 
 must  have  them.  My  readers  are  simply  magnifying  glasses  in  a  convenient  shape.  When 
 they  sit  before  my  eyes,  the  words  on  the  page  become  clear  and  understandable.  I  can 
 read them without e�ort and without pain. 

 I  thought  about  my  readers  when  I  read  the  feature  verse  above,  particularly  the  phrase 
 “The  Lord  be  magnified.”  I  thought  about  what  a  magnifying  glass  is,  its  purpose  and 
 function.  I  thought  about  how  that  applies  to  this  verse,  how  we  can  turn  that  magnifying 
 glass  onto  our  Creator  Redeemer.  We  continually  have  a  choice,  to  magnify  or  minimize. 
 Webster’s  dictionary  defines  magnify  as  1)  extol,  laud;  to  cause  to  be  held  in  greater 
 esteem or respect; 2) increase in significance; 3) enlarge in fact or appearance. 

 He  is  not  small,  but  I  often  minimize  His  presence  and  impact  in  my  life  by  refusing  to 
 magnify  Him.  At  those  times  I  cannot  see  Him  clearly,  and  my  problems  are  large  and 
 looming.  After  a  while  He  becomes  smaller  and  smaller,  my  a�ictions  and  trials  become 
 larger  and  larger.  I  can  see  them  without  aid,  and  my  focus  becomes  narrowed  on  them, 
 and  they  take  over  my  thoughts  and  feelings.  I  am  in  such  a  place  at  this  moment,  and 
 have  only  very  recently  become  aware  of  the  fact  that  I  am  choosing  to  minimize  my 
 Savior  and  magnify  my  problems.  I  don’t  know  how  to  solve  my  problems,  I  don’t  know  what 
 the  solution  or  outcome  will  be.  But  I  know  I  have  a  choice,  still  and  always,  to  look  at  them 
 or  to  look  at  Him.  I  can  extol  or  laud  Him,  I  can  increase  His  significance  in  my  heart,  I  can 
 enlarge  His  appearance,  so  that  it  meets  the  reality  of  Him.  All  of  these  are  choices  that  I 
 can  make,  that  I  must  make,  even  in  the  face  of  the  mountains  of  problems  that  seem  to 
 surround me. 

 Today  I  choose  to  turn  that  magnifying  glass  on  my  King,  Who  delights  in  the  prosperity  of 
 His  servants.  Today  I  choose  to  remember  and  rejoice  in  His  goodness  and  grace,  the  love 
 that  scooped  me  out  of  the  clutches  of  the  evil  one  and  reserved  a  place  for  me  in  His 
 home. Today I choose to magnify. 

 Father, we thank You for Your word. We thank You for the conviction and truth found within 
 it, for the correction and grace that provides healing to our hurting hearts. Help us to magnify 

 You in the face of all our problems, and trust You are larger. 
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