
 Servant, Shepherd, King 

 �en I will set over them one shepherd, My servant David, and he will feed them; he will feed 
 them himself and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God, and My servant David 

 will be prince among them; I the Lord have spoken. 
 Ezekiel 34:23-24 

 What  comfort  is  contained  in  the  Word  of  the  Living  God.  Those  who  assume  it  is  a  tale  of 
 vengeance  and  anger  have  missed  the  heart  of  it,  and  if  that  breaks  my  own  heart,  it  does 
 the Author’s immensely more so. 

 God  has  so  thoroughly  captivated  me  with  His  Son  that  when  I  find  mention  of  Him  in  the 
 Old  Testament,  the  Spirit  within  me  leaps  for  joy.  I  had  that  occasion  this  morning  as  I  was 
 continuing  my  reading  of  chapter  34  of  Ezekiel.  I  had  already  been  blown  away  by  verses 
 11 through 16. Then I came to verse 23. How my heart leapt at this verse! 

 “I  will  set  over  them  one  shepherd,  My  servant  David.”  What  a  promise!  Almost  600  years 
 before  the  introduction  of  Jesus  in  the  flesh,  the  Lord  God  speaks  to  Ezekiel  and  assures 
 His  people  that  One  was  coming  Who  would  be  their  ultimate  Shepherd.  He  would  lead 
 them  and  feed  them.  We  know  from  Isaiah  that  He  would  be  the  Su�ering  Servant  who 
 would take our wounds on Himself. 

 The  birth  of  the  Savior  was  unnoticed  by  the  majority.  He  was  born  into  obscurity  and 
 poverty  within  a  nation  of  conquered  and  cowed  people.  He  ministered  on  the  earth  for 
 three  short  years,  then  willingly  laid  down  His  life  to  purchase  the  freedom  of  all.  He  came 
 to  serve,  not  to  be  served.  He  came  in  humility  and  submission  to  the  will  of  His  Father.  He 
 came  to  receive  in  Himself  the  wounds  and  bondage  and  captivity  of  humanity  so  that 
 through His sacrifice He would break the power of sin and death for all time. 

 But  He  is  also  the  Conquering  King  who  will  return  in  glory  and  majesty  and  power,  to  take 
 His  rightful  place  on  the  throne,  forever  bind  the  enemy  and  thwart  his  schemes,  and 
 establish  His  kingdom  on  this  earth.  Through  Jesus  the  Christ,  we  have  the  promise  and 
 the  hope  of  rescue,  of  redemption,  of  restoration.  In  His  willing  submission  to  serve  the  will 
 of  the  Father,  we  have  an  example.  By  the  power  of  the  indwelling  Spirit  within  us,  we  can 
 follow  His  example,  however  imperfectly,  and  submit  ourselves  to  the  leadership  of  our 
 loving Father. 

 We  will  fail,  but  He  will  pick  us  up.  Jesus  is  our  Shepherd,  the  One  promised  by  Jehovah. 
 He  is  the  only  one,  there  will  not  be  another.  He  is  the  Way,  the  Truth,  and  the  Life.  He  is 
 the  fulfillment  of  all  the  promises,  and  in  Him  is  yes  and  in  Him  is  Amen.  He  is  the  Servant 
 who is also the King. Praise His Name! 

 Father, we thank You for Your promises kept and promises to come. We know that You have 
 spoken, and Your word is final. We praise You for the Servant, the Shepherd, the King You 

 have given us in Jesus the Christ, and we worship Him willingly and wholeheartedly. 

 https://freedom-in-christ.org 


