
 I, Myself 

 For thus says the Lord God, “Behold, I Myself will search for My sheep and seek them out.” 
 Ezekiel 34:11 

 There  are  some  times  when  I’m  reading  my  Bible  that  the  words  on  the  page  just  blow 
 through  me,  a  cleansing  and  freshening  wind  clearing  away  the  fog  of  worry  and  doubt.  I 
 had  such  an  experience  this  morning  as  I  was  continuing  my  reading  in  Ezekiel.  Chapter 
 34  begins  with  a  condemnation  against  the  shepherds  of  Israel,  her  priests  and  prophets 
 who  perverted  the  way  of  the  Lord  and  led  His  people  astray,  who  fed  themselves  and 
 starved  the  sheep.  They  were  self-centered  and  self-motivated  and  while  they  enjoyed  the 
 title  of  shepherd,  they  refused  to  do  the  true  work  of  it,  instead  filling  their  own  bellies  and 
 fattening their own co�ers at the expense of the sheep. 

 Jehovah  God,  the  Creator  of  all,  the  Almighty,  All-Powerful,  All-Present  Yahweh,  condemns 
 them,  and  tells  them  He  is  against  them.  I  cannot  imagine  the  terror  that  was  struck  in 
 their  hearts  when  they  realized  that  their  perversions  were  known,  their  secret  agendas 
 and  sneaky  selfishness  were  not  hidden  in  the  dark  as  they  supposed.  The  Lord  God  knew 
 and was angered by them. 

 Then  He  makes  a  promise  that  blew  through  me,  fresh  wind  and  fresh  fire.  He  says  “I 
 Myself  will  search  for  My  sheep  and  seek  them  out.”  He  set  the  priests  and  prophets  as 
 overseers,  undershepherds  who  were  the  hands  and  feet  of  His  love  for  Israel.  They  failed 
 miserably.  So  He  Himself  would  take  up  the  hands-on,  nitty  gritty  work  of  feeding  and 
 caring  for  His  lost  and  scattered  flock.  The  next  few  verses  are  filled  with  verbs,  action 
 words  that  describe  what  Jehovah  God  will  do  for  His  people:  “care,  deliver,  bring,  gather, 
 feed, lead, seek, bind up, strengthen.” 

 The  knowledge  that  Almighty  God,  the  Creator  Redeemer,  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  the  One 
 who  is  such  unimaginable  power  that  He  spoke  and  the  universe  came  into  existence,  that 
 He  would  stoop  down  and  with  His  own  hands  do  the  dirty  work  of  caring  for  us 
 wandering and stupid sheep, absolutely humbles and awes me. 

 In  my  own  life,  He  Himself  has  searched  for  me,  sought  me,  brought  me  close  to  His  heart, 
 delivered  me,  gathered  me  to  Himself,  fed  me,  led  me,  bound  up  my  wounds,  strengthened 
 me.  From  the  beginning,  from  creation  of  Man,  He  has  been  hands-on,  intimately  involved 
 in  every  aspect  of  our  existence.  And  when  we  mucked  it  up  so  badly  that  there  was  no 
 possibility  of  return,  He  Himself  entered  into  humanity,  confining  His  majesty  and  power 
 to the frame He had created and laid down His life as a ransom for ours. 

 What a God we serve. 

 Father, we are overwhelmed at Your love for us. We honor and praise You for Who You are, 
 Your majesty and power and everlasting love. We thank You for reaching into Your creation to 

 bring us back to Yourself. Help us to lean into You, trust You, submit and surrender to You. 
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