
 Justice 

 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the 
 righteousness of God in Him. 

 2 Corinthians 5:21 

 Justice  and  mercy  aren’t  often  connected,  at  least  not  in  our  human  understanding.  If  I 
 think  of  a  courtroom  setting,  the  defendant  is  not  likely  to  receive  both  justice  and  mercy 
 from  the  judge.  If  justice  is  served,  mercy  is  not  found;  if  mercy  is  poured  out,  justice  is 
 unmet.  If  we  are  the  defendant,  we  plead  for  mercy.  If  we  are  the  prosecution,  we  demand 
 justice. Rare is it that the injured party requests leniency for those he was injured by. 

 It  is  di�cult  to  let  go  of  the  idea  of  justice  meted  out  on  someone  who  has  hurt  you.  I’ve 
 grappled  with  this  in  my  life,  and  as  God  has  turned  my  heart  more  and  more  to  Himself, 
 I’ve  found  myself  in  a  quandary  of  indecision.  He  has  gently  brought  my  understanding 
 more in line with His own heart as revealed by His word. 

 For  example:  Someone  has  hurt  me  deeply  in  the  past.  When  I  have  revisited  the  pain,  the 
 events,  the  evil  done  to  me,  everything  in  me  cries  out  at  the  injustice  of  it.  I  want  them  to 
 hurt!  I  want  them  to  know  the  depth  of  the  evil  they  have  done  and  the  pain  and  damage 
 it  has  caused!  Then  I  think  that  if  this  person  humbles  themselves  before  God  they  will  be 
 forgiven  of  this  heinous  sin.  To  my  finite  human  mind,  this  is  injustice!  Why  should  they  get 
 a free pass and not have to pay for their sin with their own pain? 

 But  their  sin  debt  was  paid.  By  Someone  who  volunteered  to  take  their  place.  The  stripes 
 and  lashes  that  were  earned  by  the  one  who  hurt  me,  were  taken  by  Someone  else.  When 
 my  mind’s  eye  sees  the  payment  for  the  sin  being  meted  out  on  the  Innocent,  it  breaks  my 
 heart.  Jesus  paid  in  His  own  blood  for  sins  He  did  not  commit,  for  the  sins  that  were 
 committed  against  me,  against  you.  For  the  sins  that  I  committed  against  others.  For  they 
 were  all  committed  against  God.  This  is  what  was  done  on  the  cross  of  Calvary.  Justice 
 was  served.  For  all  sins,  for  all  time,  by  all  people,  the  wrath  of  God  against  sin  was  poured 
 out  on  the  Innocent.  He  became  sin  who  knew  no  sin.  But  in  His  mercy  and  love,  He  didn’t 
 want to pour out His wrath on us, so He took our punishment so that we didn’t have to. 

 For  those  who  have  hurt  me,  I  cannot  long  for  them  to  be  denied  the  free  gift  of 
 forgiveness,  should  they  choose  to  accept  it,  or  it  must  be  withheld  from  me  as  well  –  there 
 was  one  cross,  one  death  that  paid  for  all  sins  of  all  humanity.  It  is  enough  that  justice 
 was  served  for  the  acts  committed.  Because  looking  at  it  from  that  perspective  takes  my 
 focus  away  from  those  who  have  hurt  me  and  places  it  on  the  cross  of  Christ,  the  One  who 
 mingled justice and mercy so all who choose to live can live in Him. 

 Father, we thank You for Calvary. We thank You that You became sin for us so that we could 
 become Your own righteousness. We are humbled by this gift. Help us to extend Your mercy to 

 those who have hurt us, and allow Your love to heal our hearts. 

 https://freedom-in-christ.org 


