
 Choose to Worship 

 One thing I have asked from the Lord, that I shall seek: that I may dwell in the house of the 
 Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord and to meditate in His temple. 

 Psalm 27:4 

 I  am  taking  a  class  on  Worship,  and  though  I  am  only  two  lessons  into  it,  the  class  has 
 already  spoken  deeply  to  my  heart.  When  I  add  what  I  am  learning  in  this  class  to  what  I 
 feel  God  is  teaching  me  through  my  personal  study  and  life  events,  I  feel  fairly  confident 
 that there is a great lesson to be learned here. 

 I  have  had  certain  worries  that  crowd  my  mind  fairly  consistently  recently.  They  are  on  my 
 mind  when  I  wake  up,  when  I  go  about  my  day,  when  I  lie  down  to  sleep,  and  when  I  wake 
 up  again.  I  picked  up  my  Bible  to  read  this  morning  and  was  waiting  for  that  nudge  from 
 the  Holy  Spirit,  the  one  that  comes  when  I  get  to  the  verse  or  passage  that  He  wants  me 
 to  look  at  more  closely.  It  came  on  verse  3  of  the  27th  Psalm.  “Though  a  host  encamp 
 against  me,  my  heart  will  not  fear;  though  war  arise  against  me,  in  spite  of  this  I  shall  be 
 confident.” 

 I  realized  in  reading  that  verse  that  this  is  a  desire  of  mine.  I  would  dearly  love  to  be  able 
 to  say  I  wasn’t  afraid  when  I  know  myself  to  be  surrounded  by  enemies.  I  would  dearly  love 
 to  be  able  to  stand  still  and  tall  and  confident  when  war  rages  around  me.  I  feel  the  war 
 part,  but  not  so  much  on  the  confident  part.  I  realized  that  I’m  looking  at  the  situation,  the 
 particulars,  the  nitty  gritty  of  it.  I  read  on  to  the  next  verse,  the  feature  verse  above,  and 
 felt  the  Spirit  speaking  to  my  heart  that  my  soul’s  occupation  is  to  be  with  the  business  of 
 worship.  To  seek  Him,  to  know  Him,  to  love  Him,  to  worship  Him.  To  dwell  in  the  house  of 
 the Lord all the days of my life, even the days where the battle is raging all around me. 

 I  don’t  feel  it  though,  I  feel  afraid,  jarred,  uncomfortable,  antsy  with  all  that  goes  on 
 around  me.  Yet,  I  know  that  the  battle  is  the  Lord’s  and,  according  to  Exodus  14:14,  all  I 
 must do is trust Him because “the Lord will fight for you while you keep silent.” 

 The  battle  that  I  am  in  is  not  just  on  the  outside.  There  is  a  battle  on  the  inside  as  well, 
 and  this  one  is  more  important.  This  is  where  I  must  choose  to  worship  in  spite  of  my 
 surroundings,  in  spite  of  the  battlefield.  This  is  where  I  must  choose  to  seek  Him,  to  dwell 
 in the house of the Lord  all  the days of my life…even the ones where it isn’t easy to do so. 

 He  is  worthy  of  worship.  He  alone  is  worthy  of  worship.  If  I  do  nothing  else,  I  must  worship 
 the  true  and  living  God.  I  pray  that  He  will  continue  to  remind  me  of  that  when  I  focus  on 
 the battle instead of the One who wins it. 

 Father, we thank You for the opportunity to learn from Your word, and for the truth that we 
 can stand on in the midst of the battles of this life. We thank You that You are worthy of 

 worship, regardless of what goes on around us. Help us to bow before You and know that You 
 are God alone. 
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