
 He is Alive! 

 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins 
 according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day 

 according to the Scriptures. 
 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 

 Why  is  the  resurrection  so  important?  I  have  always  thought  that  the  cross,  the  crucifixion 
 was  the  pivotal  point  of  human  history.  The  cross  is  what  paid  for  my  sins,  for  the  sins  of 
 all  the  world.  The  forgiveness,  the  release  of  the  debt  came  through  Jesus’s  sacrifice  of 
 His  own  perfect  life.  The  sacrificial  system  set  in  place  by  Jehovah  as  a  temporary 
 measure  was  just  that:  temporary.  The  goat  or  lamb  that  was  slain  remained  dead  and 
 another  would  have  to  be  sacrificed  because  we  humans  can’t  stop  sinning.  By  sacrificing 
 His  perfect  life,  Jesus  paid  the  sin  debt  for  the  entire  world,  past,  present  and  future. 
 Once and for all. 

 But  what  power  God  demonstrated  through  the  resurrection!  Jesus  is  alive!  He  lives  now  . 
 He  is  active,  breathing,  working,  moving,  interceding.  He  is  alive!  The  enemy  is  defeated. 
 He  may  still  be  roaming  about  seeking  whom  he  may  devour,  but  he  is  defeated.  He  will 
 not  win.  He  can  try  all  he  wants  to,  but  he  will  not  win.  He  cannot  win.  Jesus  took  the  keys 
 of  death,  hell,  and  the  grave.  He  defeated  sin  and  Satan  on  that  resurrection  Sunday.  God 
 raised Him from the dead. 

 The  redemption  story  that  began  with  Adam  and  Eve  culminated  with  Jesus’s  willing 
 sacrifice  of  Himself  on  the  cross  for  the  sins  of  the  world.  But  God  is  so  good  that  His  plan 
 didn’t  leave  it  there.  He  raised  Jesus  from  the  dead,  and  by  doing  so  demonstrated  once 
 again  the  power  of  His  might.  He  defeated  His  enemy  so  that  no  human  would  ever  again 
 have  to  live  as  a  slave  to  sin.  Satan  thought  he  had  won  on  that  day  2000  years  ago.  Jesus 
 the  Messiah  was  dead  and  buried.  But  the  gates  of  hell  trembled  as  Jesus  swept  in, 
 snatched the keys, and left with them. 

 I  think  He  could  have  gone  straight  to  heaven  to  sit  on  the  right  hand  of  the  Father.  His 
 work  on  earth  was  finished;  He  had  said  so  Himself  on  the  cross.  But  our  God  is  a  God  of 
 hope,  of  resurrection,  of  redemption  and  restoration,  and  above  all  a  God  of  perfect  love. 
 Jesus  walked  this  earth  for  an  additional  40  days,  appearing  to  those  who  had  been  so 
 devastated  by  His  death,  solidifying  their  faith  in  Him,  o�ering  them  His  hope.  His 
 resurrection laid the foundation for the church. 

 “We  serve  a  risen  Savior,  He’s  in  the  world  today.  He  lives!  He  lives!  He  walks  with  me  and 
 talks  with  me  along  life’s  narrow  way.  He  lives!  He  lives!”  We  have  hope.  We  serve  a  living 
 God. Our story doesn’t end with death, because Jesus is alive! 
 Father, we thank You for Your resurrection power and that this was Your plan. We thank You 
 that our sins are forgiven, and we have hope of eternal life with You through Jesus Your Son. 

 We thank You that He is Alive! 
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