
 Serve 

 “Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom 
 for many.” 

 Matthew 20:28 

 We  humans  don’t  like  to  serve.  We  don’t  like  humility.  We  don’t  like  being  last.  We  don’t  like 
 to  be  or  perceive  ourselves  to  be  less  than  the  best.  Even  within  the  body  of  Christ,  there 
 are  so  many  of  us  who  strive  for  notoriety,  for  recognition  and  acknowledgment.  I  have 
 battled  with  this  in  my  own  heart,  so  I  am  speaking  as  much  of  myself  as  I  am  of  any 
 random  other  person  out  there.  The  transition  to  servant  of  the  King  can  be  a  di�cult 
 one  for  some  personality  types.  Pride  is  a  monster  that  must  be  battled  daily.  There  are 
 choices  that  must  be  made  on  a  regular  basis  to  allow  self  to  be  set  aside.  Fortunately  we 
 have the premier example to follow in Jesus the Christ. 

 The  feature  verse  above  comes  on  the  heels  of  a  request  by  the  mother  of  two  of  His 
 disciples  that  they  sit  on  either  side  of  Him  when  He  took  His  throne.  Jesus  patiently 
 explained,  again,  that  they  didn’t  know  what  they  were  asking.  The  other  ten  disciples  were 
 rather  upset,  and  Jesus  “called  them  to  Himself”  (vs  25)  and  explained,  once  again,  the 
 di�erence  between  His  kingdom  and  earthly  kingdoms,  ending  by  reminding  them  that  He 
 did  not  come  to  be  served  but  to  serve,  and  to  give  His  life  a  ransom  for  many.  I  know  they 
 still didn’t get it. 

 They  didn’t  get  it  when  Jesus  sat  with  them  at  supper  and  broke  bread  and  shared  wine. 
 They  didn’t  get  it  when  He  knelt  in  the  position  of  a  lowly  servant  and  washed  their  feet. 
 They  didn’t  get  it  when  He  went  to  the  garden  to  pray,  or  when  He  was  arrested,  or  when 
 He was beaten, or when He endured the mockery of a “trial.” 

 The  events  that  were  already  in  motion  during  this  brief  conversation  on  the  road  to 
 Jerusalem  were  the  polar  opposite  of  what  the  disciples  envisioned.  He  was  not  coming  to 
 overthrow  the  government.  He  was  not  coming  to  establish  His  throne  on  the  seat  of 
 David.  He  was  not  what  they  expected.  Though  they  had  traveled  and  ministered  with  and 
 learned  from  Him  for  three  years,  the  dichotomy  between  what  they  expected  and  what 
 happened was more than they could understand. 

 We  are  to  serve.  This  is  the  example  that  has  been  set  for  us.  We  are  to  serve  whether 
 those  we  serve  “deserve”  it  or  not.  Jesus  served  Judas  the  wine  and  bread.  We  are  to  serve 
 whether  we  feel  like  it  or  not.  Jesus  begged  the  Father  to  let  this  cup  pass  from  Him.  We 
 are  to  serve  whether  we  think  it  is  our  position  or  our  job.  He  could  have  called  legions  of 
 angels  to  protect  and  deliver  Him  from  the  wrath  to  come.  We  are  to  serve,  because  in 
 serving those around us, we serve our King. 

 Father, we thank You for Your patient love for us. Help us to open our eyes and see what You 
 would have us do, how You would have us serve those around us. Help us to see them with Your 

 eyes, Your love, and Your compassion and to serve them with Your faithfulness. 
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