
 Consider and Turn Away 

 Because he considered and turned away from all his transgressions which he had committed, 
 he shall surely live; he shall not die. 

 Ezekiel 18:28 

 There’s  a  French  phrase,  fait  accompli  ,  the  definition  of  which  has  been  rattling  around  in 
 my  head  over  the  last  week  or  so.  It  means  “a  thing  that  has  already  happened  or  been 
 decided  before  those  a�ected  hear  about  it,  leaving  them  with  no  option  but  to  accept  it,” 
 according  to  Oxford  Dictionary.  It’s  a  mindset  that  I’ve  encountered  personally,  and  that 
 I’ve  read  about  and  heard  preached  about  in  the  past.  It’s  when  a  person  without  Christ 
 seems  to  shrug  their  shoulders  and  say  “I’m  going  to  hell  anyway,  might  as  well  just  accept 
 it.” That mindset hits a wall in my heart and I want to shout “but you don’t have to!” 

 As  I  studied  the  feature  verse  above,  it  brought  to  mind  that  fait  accompli  mindset  and 
 what  makes  people  think  that  way.  I’ve  discovered  for  myself  the  joy  and  freedom  that  is 
 found  in  standing  honestly  before  God,  admitting  and  owning  up  to  all  my  sins.  But  fear  of 
 rejection,  of  punishment,  keeps  a  lot  of  us  from  coming  to  Him.  We  believe  the  lies,  the 
 distortions,  the  manipulations  of  the  enemy  of  God.  They  are  so  ingrained  sometimes  we 
 can’t grasp that they’re not true. 

 Sin  separates.  The  wall  is  there,  and  it’s  tempting  to  leave  it  there.  Pride,  fear  (of 
 punishment,  of  anger)  hardens  the  mortar  between  the  bricks  of  it.  But  it  doesn’t  have  to 
 be  that  way.  The  remedy  is  at  the  same  time  elementally  simple  and  astoundingly  di�cult. 
 Consider  and  turn  away.  Consider  Christ,  consider  His  life,  death,  and  resurrection. 
 Consider  His  sacrifice,  His  holiness,  His  sinlessness.  Consider  His  gift,  His  purchase,  His 
 redemption.  And  turn  away  from  our  transgressions.  Turn  away  from  our  sins,  turn  back  to 
 Him. 

 I  found  it  interesting  that  the  original  Hebrew  word  translated  “transgression”  in  the 
 feature  verse  has  a  root  word  that  means  to  break  away  .  When  we  transgress,  when  we  sin, 
 we  break  away  from  God,  remove  ourselves  from  His  presence.  But  when  we  repent,  when 
 we  come  to  Him,  honestly  and  truthfully  admitting  our  sins,  we  turn  back  to  Him  and  away 
 from our transgressions. Consider and turn away. 

 There  is  no  sin  big  enough,  no  fault  wide  enough,  no  fall  far  enough  that  He  has  not 
 already  overcome.  His  sacrifice  and  resurrection  defeated  the  power  of  sin  and  death  for 
 all  time.  It’s  not  something  anyone  has  to  accept.  There  is  a  remedy.  There  is  hope.  All  you 
 have  to  do  is  consider  and  turn  away.  He  will  never  reject  anyone  who  comes  to  Him  with 
 an honest heart. 

 Father, we thank You that Your plan for redemption is so simple. We thank You for the price 
 You paid to purchase our freedom. We ask that You overcome the lies of the enemy and the 

 pride of our hearts and help us consider You and turn away from our sins. 

 https://freedom-in-christ.org 


