
 Service to the King 

 “So the last shall be first, and the first last.” 
 Matthew 20:16 

 I  read  the  parable  told  by  Jesus  of  the  laborers  in  the  vineyard  in  Matthew  chapter  20  and 
 was  struck  by  several  phrases  and  by  the  truth  delivered  to  my  heart.  The  landowner 
 needed  laborers  for  his  vineyard  and  went  out  early  one  morning  to  hire  some.  He  found  a 
 group  willing  to  work  for  the  wage  he  o�ered,  and  sent  them  to  the  field.  A  few  hours  later 
 he  went  looking  for  more  laborers,  found  some,  agreed  on  the  wage,  and  sent  them  out. 
 He  did  the  same  about  halfway  through  the  day.  He  went  out  an  hour  before  quitting  time 
 and  saw  a  group  standing  around  doing  nothing.  He  asked  them  why  they’d  been 
 standing  idle  all  day,  and  their  response  was  that  no  one  had  hired  them.  So  he  hired 
 them and sent them into the vineyard for an hour. 

 At  the  end  of  the  day,  all  the  workers  gathered  round  to  get  their  wages.  The  landowner 
 settled  accounts  with  the  last  laborers  first,  and  paid  them  a  full  days’  wage.  Seeing  this, 
 those  hired  first  thought  to  themselves  that  if  the  last  laborers  got  the  full  days’  wage, 
 then  they,  the  first  hired,  must  be  getting  more.  I  can  just  imagine  their  satisfied  grins  at 
 each  other.  They’d  worked  hard,  worked  all  day  in  the  heat  of  the  sun.  But  when  the 
 landowner  came  to  them,  he  paid  them  what  they  had  agreed  upon  at  the  beginning  of 
 the  day.  They  were  shocked  and  o�ended  and  complained  to  the  boss  that  he  had  paid 
 them  the  same  as  those  who  had  only  worked  an  hour.  The  landowner’s  response  struck 
 me.  He  said  to  them,  “Friend,  I  am  doing  you  no  wrong;  did  you  not  agree  with  me  for  a 
 denarius?” 

 As  this  has  happened  in  my  own  heart,  it  rang  all  the  more  true  to  me  upon  reading  it.  So 
 often  I  have  looked  at  those  around  me  and  seen  what  they  have,  what  they  do,  their 
 blessings  and  grumbled  in  my  heart  because  I  don’t  have  them.  So  often  I  have  worked 
 and  worried  and  toed  the  line,  keeping  my  heart  righteous  only  to  see  those  who  don’t 
 work as hard to keep righteous getting the blessings. Or so it appears to my limited view. 

 The  truth  that  was  delivered  to  my  heart  is  that  it  doesn’t  matter  what  God  chooses  to 
 give  others.  What  matters  is  the  state  of  my  heart  before  Him,  my  absolute  and  utter 
 surrender  before  Him.  If  I  have  truly  surrendered  my  heart,  mind,  and  will,  my  earthly  life, 
 then  He  can  choose  to  remove  all  external  blessings  from  me  and  I  will  still  be  blessed, 
 because  I  am  still  His.  Job  13:15  puts  it  bluntly:  “Though  He  slay  me,  I  will  hope  in  Him.” 
 Surrender  is  more  than  just  keeping  the  heart  righteous.  It  is  letting  go  of  any  right  I  think 
 I  have  to  any  given  thing.  Because  it  all  belongs  to  the  King,  and  I  am  His  servant.  He  can 
 do  with  me  as  He  wishes.  I  pray  that  He  will  help  me  trust  Him  in  all  things  and  serve  Him 
 for the joy of the service, not for the blessings I receive. 

 Father, we thank You for Your unfailing love for us. We praise You for You are worthy to be 
 praised. Settle our hearts on You, Lord, and help us to serve You with our whole being, 

 trusting You to care for us. 
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