
 Heart of God 

 “Do I have any pleasure in the death of the wicked,” declares the Lord God, “rather than that 
 he should turn from his ways and live?” 

 Ezekiel 18:23 

 I  have  been  startled  and  appalled  by  how  often  the  Holy  Spirit  nudges  me  due  to  a  spirit 
 of  judgment.  I  was  driving  home  the  other  night  and  passed  a  bevy  of  police  cars,  blue 
 lights  flashing,  all  surrounding  another  civilian  car.  My  first  thought  was  “I  hope  they  got 
 him”  with  a  mental  picture  of  some  criminal  going  to  jail.  Mercy  what  a  judgmental 
 attitude!  More  often  than  not,  my  instinctive  reaction  to  even  perceived  wrongdoing  is 
 harsh  judgment.  I  know  there  are  those  who  are  victims  of  crimes  who  want  the 
 perpetrator  thrown  under  the  jail,  never  to  see  the  light  of  day  again.  There  are  those  who 
 want  retribution,  who  want  judgment,  who  want  pain  and  heartache  to  rain  down  on  those 
 who have hurt them or their loved ones. 

 I  think  sometimes,  maybe  even  a  lot  of  times,  we  have  the  mindset  that  God  thinks  like  that 
 as  well.  That  He  is  angry  with  people  who  don’t  follow  His  rules  and  He’s  going  to  rain 
 down  fire  from  above  and  wipe  them  o�  the  face  of  the  earth.  But  that’s  not  what  the  Bible 
 is  about.  From  front  to  back,  cover  to  cover,  it  is  a  story  of  redemption.  It  is  a  story  of  love, 
 of  God’s  intervention  and  thwarting  the  accuser’s  plans.  Of  the  Almighty  swooping  in, 
 stooping  down,  reaching  into  the  mire  and  muck  that  we  rebellious  humans  love  to  wallow 
 in  and  pulling  us  out.  That  sure  doesn’t  sound  like  a  God  bent  on  destruction  and 
 retribution, does it? 

 We  know  from  reading  the  end-time  prophecies  contained  in  His  word  that  eventually,  yes, 
 His  wrath  will  pour  out  on  the  unbelieving,  those  who  reject  Him  and  His  precious  Son.  But 
 would  He  not  rather  they  accept  Him,  turn  to  Him  and  not  away  from  Him?  Life  is  precious 
 to  our  Creator  Redeemer.  He  would  not  have  anyone  perish,  but  would  rather  have  all 
 come to Him for eternal life. This is the heart of God, that all should come to Him. 

 We  know  that  there  are  those  who  will  not  choose  Him,  or,  by  virtue  of  “choosing  not  to 
 choose,”  make  the  choice  by  default.  There  are  those  who  don’t  think  they  need  Him,  or 
 think  He  doesn’t  exist,  or  that  there  are  many  ways  to  God  rather  than  Jesus  being  the 
 only  Way,  Truth,  and  Life.  I  believe  that  every  time  a  human  being  goes  o�  into  eternity 
 without  accepting  Jesus  Christ  as  their  Savior,  it  breaks  the  heart  of  God.  This  is  the  God 
 who  created  us…not  a  powerful  Being  eager  to  send  the  wicked  to  their  death.  I  pray  that 
 as  I  mature  in  Christ,  as  He  takes  over  and  lives  His  life  in  me,  that  the  spirit  of  judgment 
 ceases  to  rear  its  head.  I  pray  that  the  Holy  Spirit  will  teach  me  to  have  compassion  and 
 look  for  ways  to  bring  others  to  Him,  sparing  their  lives.  I  pray  that  He  will  develop  the 
 heart of God in me. 

 Father, we thank You for Your unfailing compassion for us. We thank You that You are 
 infinitely patient with us yet still faithful to Yourself and Your holiness. We ask that You 

 develop in us a heart of compassion for those who don’t know You, mimicking Your own heart. 

 https://freedom-in-christ.org 


