
 One Heart 

 And I will give them one heart, and put a new spirit within them. And I will take the heart of 
 stone out of their flesh and give them a heart of flesh, that they may walk in My statutes and 

 keep My ordinances and do them. �en they will be My people, and I shall be their God. 
 Ezekiel 11:19-20 

 I  am  so  thankful  that  God  has  softened  my  heart.  I  spent  many  years  gradually  shutting 
 the  doors  and  building  walls  to  keep  Him  out.  Over  the  years  of  doing  this,  my  heart 
 hardened  and  calcified,  shrinking  and  shriveling  into  a  rigid,  dried  out  stone.  But  God  has 
 soaked  my  heart  of  stone  in  His  bottomless  love,  softening  and  smoothing,  plumping  up 
 and expanding it so that it beats again. 

 The  promise  contained  in  the  feature  verses  is  one  that  I  have  seen  lived  out  in  my  own 
 life.  The  compassion  of  Creator  God,  the  depth  of  His  grace  and  mercy,  the  expanse  of  His 
 love  has  played  out  over  and  over  again  in  the  journey  I  have  been  on  with  Him.  Even 
 through  the  ups  and  downs  of  this  journey,  I  have  seen  His  promises  fulfilled  over  and 
 over.  It  wasn’t  just  the  one  time  when  He  turned  my  heart  back  to  Him…it’s  every  day,  it’s 
 every  season,  it’s  in  the  thick  and  thin  of  it,  the  hard  and  easy  of  it.  He  is  always  active, 
 always softening my heart, soothing and smoothing it, so that it beats for Him. 

 That  one  heart,  I  believe,  is  His  heart.  He  places  His  heart  in  His  people  so  that  it  beats  for 
 Him.  So  that  it  mourns  for  what  hurts  Him,  it  rejoices  for  what  pleases  Him.  That  one  heart 
 is  a  heart  of  eternity  set  into  the  frame  of  the  mortal  man.  It  is  bittersweet,  as  it  exists  in 
 this  plane  of  heartache  and  trouble,  evil  and  sinfulness,  even  as  it  longs  for  the  sweet 
 relief  of  perfection  that  will  come  only  when  we  are  reunited  in  full  with  Christ  our 
 Redeemer. 

 That  one  heart  beats  with  compassion,  with  care,  with  hope  that  gets  back  up  time  and 
 time  again  after  being  knocked  down.  The  heart  of  Jesus  our  Savior  who  took  lash  after 
 lash,  blow  after  blow,  before  fulfilling  the  purpose  for  which  He  had  been  sent.  There  is 
 pain  that  will  be  encountered  with  this  heart  of  flesh,  and  times  when  we  will  long  for  that 
 heart  of  stone  again  because  it  wouldn’t  hurt  as  much.  But  we  can  endure  it,  knowing  that 
 there  is  a  purpose,  there  is  hope,  there  is  promise  and  fulfillment  of  promise  with  this 
 beating heart of flesh. 

 One  heart.  One  mind.  One  Spirit.  One  calling…to  be  His  representatives  in  this  world,  the 
 light  that  draws  others  to  Him,  the  hands  and  feet  of  Jesus  to  minister  and  care  for  those 
 around us. Let Him replace your heart of stone with His heart of flesh today. 

 Father, we thank You for Your compassion, for Your mercy, for Your love that never gives up 
 on us. We thank You for replacing our hearts of stone with a heart of flesh that longs for You. 

 Help us to allow You to soften us, to mold and makes us who You created us to be. 
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