
 Marked by Grace 

 And put a mark on the foreheads of the men who sigh and groan over all the abominations 
 which are being committed in its midst. 

 Ezekiel 9:4b 

 Trouble  and  wickedness  is  all  around  us.  There  are  those  who  practice  evil  willfully  and 
 gleefully,  reveling  in  their  depravity.  There  are  those  who  are  driven  by  greed  and  hungry 
 for  power,  and  give  little  to  no  thought  to  those  they  step  on  and  destroy  in  their  quest  for 
 more.  The  society  we  live  in  is  devolving  at  an  alarming  pace,  and  the  end  of  it  cannot  be 
 reached.  Judgment  is  coming.  We  have  been  warned,  over  and  over,  that  God  will  not  be 
 mocked. There is an expiration date on His invitation. 

 There  was  wickedness  all  around  the  children  of  Israel.  God’s  chosen  people  had  turned 
 their  collective  backs  on  their  King,  their  Holy  One,  and  practiced  evil  willfully  and 
 gleefully.  They  had  devolved  into  chaos,  a  morass  of  idolatry,  worshiping  the  false  gods  of 
 their  neighbors,  worshiping  their  own  flesh,  greed  and  status.  They  turned  their  noses  up 
 at  God’s  commandments  and  precepts,  those  designed  to  protect  and  nurture  them,  and 
 jumped  headfirst  into  the  depravity  around  them.  Judgment  was  coming.  They  had  been 
 warned,  over  and  over,  that  the  Holy  One  of  Israel  would  not  be  mocked.  There  was  an 
 expiration date on His grace. 

 But  even  in  the  midst  of  the  evil  surrounding  them,  within  them,  there  was  a  remnant.  This 
 remnant  kept  their  hearts  close  to  their  Creator  and  remembered  Him  and  His  statutes. 
 They  remembered  His  salvation  and  provision,  His  promises  and  His  faithfulness.  They 
 mourned  and  grieved  over  the  choices  of  their  fellow  countrymen,  over  their  sinfulness 
 and  the  evil  they  reveled  in.  In  the  final  wave  of  God’s  judgment  on  Israel,  this  remnant  was 
 in danger of utter destruction as well. But God. 

 In  His  mercy,  He  had  the  remnant  marked  as  His,  marked  by  His  grace,  to  signify  to  the 
 approaching  destroyers  that  these  were  His  true  people,  whose  hearts  belonged  to  Him. 
 God  instructed  His  destroyers  that  they  were  not  to  “touch  any  man  on  whom  is  the  mark.” 
 There  was  one  criteria  for  the  mark  of  God’s  grace:  a  heart  that  followed  Him.  It  had 
 nothing  to  do  with  status  or  bank  account,  influence  or  power,  ritual  or  religion.  These 
 were  marked  because  they  mourned  the  sinfulness  of  man.  Blessed  are  those  who  hunger 
 and  thirst  for  righteousness  for  they  shall  be  satisfied.  Blessed  are  those  who  mourn  for 
 they shall be comforted. 

 They  were  marked  by  grace  and  safe  from  destruction.  So  it  is  for  those  in  this  century.  We 
 will  not  be  destroyed  regardless  of  what  happens  around  us  for  we  have  been  marked  by 
 His Grace. 

 Father, we thank You for Your mercy and grace. We thank You that You are still God and still 
 on Your throne. We humbly submit to You and trust that You will preserve Your own. Help us 

 to continue to follow You with our whole heart. 

 https://freedom-in-christ.org 


