
 Comforted Together 

 �at is, that I may be encouraged together with you while among you, each of us by the other’s 
 faith, both yours and mine. 

 Romans 1:12 

 There  is  something  unique  about  the  family  of  God  that  I  believe  is  found  in  no  other 
 group  of  like-minded  people.  No  matter  who  we  are  as  individuals,  what  we  like,  what  we 
 dislike,  no  matter  our  personalities,  quirks,  or  flaws,  we  are  instantly  connected  when  we 
 find another believer. Jesus lovers are drawn to each other, and there is a spark of kinship. 

 I  had  such  an  encounter  recently  when  I  was  almost  four  hours  away  from  my  home  and 
 church  family.  There  was  a  nurse  at  the  hospital  where  my  son-in-law  was  su�ering,  and 
 this  lovely  woman  and  I  had  had  several  conversations  centering  around  my  son-in-law’s 
 medical  condition.  At  one  point  she  tentatively  brought  up  the  subject  of  faith,  in  the  way 
 of  o�ering  to  contact  the  chaplaincy  for  support.  I  responded  that  I  was  a  Jesus  lover,  a 
 Christ  follower,  and  she  indicated  that  she  was  as  well.  From  that  point  on,  she  allowed  her 
 faith  in  Christ,  her  love  for  Christ  to  shine  freely,  as  did  I.  There  was  recognition,  a 
 connection  between  us,  these  two  who  had  just  met  briefly  the  day  before,  because  we 
 were  family.  She  was  a  compatriot,  a  fellow  warrior,  and  I  drew  strength  from  knowing  that 
 a sister in Christ was present and that she was also interceding on our behalf. 

 In  my  reading  this  morning,  for  some  reason  I  skipped  from  Ezekiel  to  Romans,  and, 
 though  I  have  read  the  book  of  Romans  several  times,  I  was  struck  by  the  feature  verse 
 above.  That  Paul,  arguably  the  greatest  apostle,  writer  of  the  largest  portion  of  the  New 
 Testament,  would  be  humble  enough  to  admit  that  he  too  would  draw  encouragement 
 and be strengthened by being around other believers captured my attention. 

 No  matter  who  we  are,  how  much  we  have  studied  the  Word  of  God,  how  far  we  have 
 walked  in  our  journey  with  Christ  on  this  earth,  we  all  need  to  be  encouraged, 
 strengthened,  and  comforted.  There  are  several  other  scriptures  that  point  us  to  each 
 other:  Hebrews  10:25  tells  us  to  not  forsake  the  assembling  together  of  ourselves;  Proverbs 
 27:17  tells  us  that  iron  sharpens  iron,  so  a  man  sharpens  the  countenance  of  his  friend. 
 These are the two that came to mind as I was meditating on this verse. 

 If  you  are  part  of  a  local  family  and  don’t  feel  this  connection,  I  would  encourage  you  to 
 seek  the  Lord.  So  often,  the  lines  of  connection  get  cluttered,  blocked,  or  severed 
 altogether.  But  I  know  from  personal  experience  that  focusing  on  Jesus  the  Christ,  the 
 Savior  of  our  souls,  the  Creator  Redeemer,  will  clear  away  the  clutter,  knock  down  the  walls, 
 and restore both ourselves and our connections with our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 Father, we thank You for who You are. We thank You that You set the lonely in families, that 
 You have designed Your followers to connect to each other, draw strength from each other as 

 we point each other to You. Clear away the clutter and help us connect and worship You. 
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