
 Small Corrections 

 I will judge you according to your ways and bring all your abominations upon you. 
 Ezekiel 7:3b 

 I’ve  spent  some  time  recently  reflecting  on  discipline  and  correction.  In  the  morning 
 interactions  with  my  oldest  grandson,  there  is  often  discord  because  he  doesn’t  want  to 
 do  what  I  need  him  to  do  to  get  ready  for  school.  I’ve  pondered  the  reality  that  he  doesn’t 
 seem  to  learn,  that  there  is  not  a  connection  in  his  mind  between  discipline  and  his 
 behavior.  This  is  pretty  typical  of  the  age,  so  I’m  not  overly  concerned,  but  it  certainly  is 
 frustrating.  There  are  a  lot  of  lessons  that  God  is  teaching  me  about  my  interactions  with 
 Him  through  this  season  of  shared  parenting.  I  didn’t  pay  them  any  attention  the  first  go 
 round, so He’s giving me another chance. 

 My  normal  reading  has  taken  me  to  Ezekiel,  and  I  came  across  the  feature  verse  this 
 morning  and  had  to  pause  over  it.  I  have  been  dipping  a  toe  into  questions  of  why  does 
 discipline  seem  so  harsh.  Why  is  it  that  we  push  and  pull  to  go  our  own  way,  do  our  own 
 thing,  then  when  we  encounter  the  natural  consequences  of  our  behavior,  we  cry  and  rage 
 and  wonder  why  God  as  our  Father  is  so  cold  and  unfeeling.  We  want  Him  to  swoop  in  and 
 fix  everything.  But  have  we  been  paying  attention?  Have  we  realized  that  He’s  been  calling 
 to  us,  nudging  us,  guiding  us  away  from  our  sinful  behaviors  and  thought  patterns?  Not 
 usually. 

 It  is  the  small  corrections  that  seem  to  escape  us.  Just  like  in  my  interactions  with  my 
 grandson,  the  small  warnings,  the  pleadings  to  hear  what  I’m  saying,  the  asking  for  good 
 choices,  the  laying  out  of  options,  the  revelations  of  potential  consequences,  all  those 
 seem  to  go  over  his  head  until  I  have  no  choice  but  to  lower  the  boom  and  enact  said 
 consequences.  So  it  was  the  same  with  the  Israelites  all  those  centuries  ago,  and  so  it  is 
 the  same  with  us  now.  Then  we  come  to  the  point  of  being  judged  according  to  our  ways 
 and having all our abominations brought upon us. 

 What  pain  and  heartache  would  we  spare  ourselves  if  we  just  listened  the  first  time?  If  we 
 heeded  the  warnings,  if  we  softened  our  hearts  before  God  and  bowed  at  His  feet?  If  we 
 learned  from  the  small  corrections?  God  is  faithful  to  Himself,  to  His  word,  to  His  promises. 
 He  does  not  leave  us  to  figure  out  how  to  please  Him,  He  very  clearly  spells  it  out  in  His 
 love  letter  to  us.  Galatians  6:7-8  reminds  us  that  God  is  not  deceived  by  our  subterfuge.  He 
 loves  us,  and  He  wants  nothing  but  good  for  us,  but  there  are  responsibilities  we  have  in 
 order to receive His blessings. 

 Heed the small corrections. They are lifesavers. 

 Father, we thank You for Your patience with us. We thank You for Your faithfulness, for the 
 boundaries You have placed around us that are there to protect us. We thank You that You 

 have left us Your word to live by, to guide us. Help us to heed Your word and follow Your way. 
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