
 Let’s Make a Deal 

 And someone came to Him and said, “Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may obtain 
 eternal life?” 
 Matthew 19:16 

 I  read  Matthew  19:  16-26  this  morning  and  had  a  mental  image  of  a  well-groomed,  well-fed 
 young  gentleman  approaching  our  Savior  with  the  idea  of  purchasing  some  luxury  item. 
 “What’s  it  gonna  take  to  close  this  deal?”  I  have  no  doubt  he  was  respectful;  they  were 
 taught  from  an  early  age  to  revere  those  who  taught  scriptures.  But  it  is  clear  from  the 
 exchange  between  this  young  man  and  Jesus  that  he  didn’t  get  it,  he  just  couldn’t  truly 
 grasp  the  root  of  the  message  that  Jesus  preached.  I  would  say  that  when  he  heard  of  the 
 crucifixion,  this  rich  young  ruler  felt  a  little  sorrow,  a  little  of  the  bitterness  of  injustice,  but 
 mostly  shook  his  head  at  the  thought  of  someone  standing  by  his  principles  to  that 
 extreme. 

 There  are  many  lessons  that  can  be  learned  from  this  brief  exchange  between  a  rich 
 young  ruler  and  Jesus  more  than  2000  years  ago,  but  what  stands  out  to  me  is  that  it 
 appears  the  young  man  thought  he  could  purchase  eternal  life  as  sort  of  a  final  touch  to 
 a  really  excellent  life.  A  feather  in  the  cap.  An  award.  I  think  that  mindset  is  entrenched  in 
 more  people  than  we  are  aware  of,  including  those  in  our  local  congregations.  Even  those 
 who  truly  believe  that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God  who  died  for  our  sins  and  rose  again  the 
 third day, don’t fully grasp the Gospel message. 

 We  still  have  the  mindset  that  we  can  earn  God’s  favor,  that  we  can  “buy  in”  and  purchase 
 our  eternal  life,  that  it’s  something  we  can  do.  But  that  couldn’t  be  further  from  the  truth. 
 Jesus  responded  to  questions  by  His  own  disciples  at  the  end  of  the  recording  of  this 
 exchange, by saying “With people this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” 

 So  many  of  us  live  our  Christian  lives  in  a  way  that  embodies  the  “this  for  that”  mindset.  I 
 will  give  up  drinking,  cussing,  and  wild  living,  and  in  exchange  I  will  get  eternal  life  in 
 paradise. But that misses the heart of the matter. It misses the heart of our Savior. 

 We  can’t  earn  a  place  in  heaven.  No  amount  of  goodness,  of  altruism,  of  selfless  giving,  or 
 any  other  charitable  act  or  exercise  or  abstinence  will  earn  us  a  place  in  heaven.  We  can’t 
 earn  it.  We  can’t  make  a  deal  for  it.  It’s  impossible  for  us,  so  far  out  of  our  reach  as  to  be 
 nonexistent. 

 But  God  can.  In  His  rich  and  enduring  mercy,  in  His  unfathomable  love,  He  made  a  way  for 
 us,  this  miserable,  wicked,  sinful  race  of  humans,  to  choose  Him  and  live  for  Him  and  live 
 with  Him for eternity. It’s all Him. It’s all  His  purchase,  His  gift. It’s nothing we can do. 

 Father, we thank You for Your gift of grace. We don’t deserve it and we cannot earn it. We 
 thank You that You made a way for us to escape our just judgment and earned wrath. Help us 

 to live for You, to serve You, and to fall in love with You more every day. 
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