
 Not Forsaken 

 For neither Israel nor Judah has been forsaken by his God, the Lord of hosts, although their 
 land is full of guilt before the Holy One of Israel. 

 Jeremiah 51:5 

 I  have  read  much  of  the  love  letter  that  has  been  left  for  us  by  God  Himself.  I  have  read 
 through  Psalms  multiple  times,  the  book  that  speaks  to  the  emotions  of  my  heart  more 
 than  just  about  any  other  book.  So  far,  I  have  not  come  upon  a  verse  that  speaks  comfort 
 to my heart the way the feature verse above does. 

 I  have  read  through  the  history  of  the  nation  of  Israel  from  its  forming  with  Abraham  to  its 
 exile  in  Babylon,  and  I’ve  seen  over  and  over  how  they  abandoned  their  God,  how  they 
 forsook  Him  for  temporary  pleasures,  for  idols  made  by  human  hands.  How  they  tested 
 and  tried  Him,  how  they  defamed  His  holy  name.  And  I  have  walked  every  step  that  they 
 walked.  I  have  tested  and  tried  Him,  I  have  scorned  and  forsaken  Him.  I  have  stopped  up 
 my ears and hardened my heart to the plea of the Savior.  But I was not forsaken  . 

 Even  though  the  landscape  of  my  life  is  littered  with  guilt,  broken  and  scarred  by  my  own 
 choices,  I  have  not  been  forsaken.  Even  though  I  still  make  choices  that  break  His  heart, 
 my  God  has  not  forsaken  me.  I  stand  before  Him  knowing  that  I  am  unworthy  of  His  love, 
 unworthy  of  His  grace,  unworthy  of  His  mercy.  Nothing  I  could  produce  or  bring  about  on 
 my own even approaches the height of His holiness. And yet, He has not forsaken me. 

 Through  the  life,  death,  and  resurrection  of  Jesus  the  Messiah,  the  Holy  One  of  Israel  went 
 far  beyond  not  forsaking  us;  He  actively  pursued  us  in  our  sins  so  that  we  would  have  a 
 way  back  to  Him.  He  so  longs  for  us,  so  loves  us,  that  even  when  we  are  in  the  middle  of 
 our rejection, He still reaches out to us. 

 We  may  be  disciplined.  He  may  allow  our  choices  to  break  us.  And  if  we  continue  to  reject 
 Him,  He  will  graciously  allow  us  to  go  our  own  way,  even  though  it  breaks  His  heart.  He  will 
 allow  us  to  choose  to  remain  outside  of  His  presence  for  eternity.  But  it  will  be  our  own 
 choice.  It  will  be  at  our  own  hands  that  we  do.  Because  although  our  land  is  full  of  guilt 
 before the Holy One of Israel  , He has not forsaken us. 

 In  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death  we  are  not  forsaken.  In  the  hardship  of  the  climb  we 
 are  not  forsaken.  In  the  pit  of  our  despair  we  are  not  forsaken.  In  the  mire  of  our  sin  we  are 
 not forsaken. Nothing can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus. 

 We are not forsaken. 

 Father, we thank You for Your persistent pursuit of us. We are not worthy, and nothing we 
 could ever do would make us worthy. It is by Your grace and love for us that we have access to 

 life in You. �ank You for not forsaking us. 
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