
 Discipline of Delusion 

 But they are altogether stupid and foolish in their discipline of delusion - their idol is wood! 
 Jeremiah 10:8 

 I  can  be  pretty  stubborn.  I  can  lock  on  to  an  idea,  and  getting  that  idea  away  from  me  is 
 like  trying  to  remove  something  from  a  bear  trap:  whoever  is  trying  might  end  up  with 
 missing  fingers.  I  am  also  pretty  susceptible  to  deception.  This  is  me  in  my  natural  state, 
 unaltered  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  It  is  only  through  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  my  heart  that  I 
 can  recognize  the  truth  of  God’s  word,  and  He  can  begin  to  encourage  me  to  let  go  of 
 whatever I’m holding on to. 

 I  read  in  Jeremiah  44  this  morning  and  found  a  delusion,  a  deception  that  the  people  of 
 Israel  were  under  that  made  me  shake  my  head.  In  verses  1  through  26,  Jeremiah  tells  the 
 remnant  of  Judah  who  had  fled  to  Egypt  (against  God’s  instructions,  by  the  way)  that  God 
 was  going  to  set  His  face  against  them  for  evil  because  of  their  disobedience,  not  only  to 
 His  specific  instructions  but  also  in  their  persistence  in  burning  sacrifices  to  idols.  The 
 foolish  and  stupid  remnant  set  their  jaws  and  crossed  their  arms  and  said,  “We  are  not 
 going  to  listen  to  you!”  In  verse  17  is  the  deception.  Their  mindset  was  that  when  they  had 
 worshiped  the  “queen  of  heaven”  they  “had  plenty  of  food  and  were  well  o�  and  saw  no 
 misfortune,”  but  when  they  stopped  they  “lacked  everything  and  have  met  our  end  by  the 
 sword  and  by  famine.”  I  looked  back  through  Jeremiah  and  came  upon  the  feature  verse 
 above in chapter 10: they are altogether stupid and foolish in their discipline of delusion. 

 I  see  the  deception,  and  I  actually  understand  it.  I  have  labored  under  the  same  one,  and  I 
 know  that  many  through  the  centuries  and  into  current  times  do  as  well.  It  seems  that 
 when  we  attempt  to  follow  God’s  word,  pursue  Him  and  His  life  of  holiness,  that’s  when  all 
 hell  breaks  loose.  It  is  easy  to  succumb  to  the  delusion  that  following  God  is  what  has 
 brought about our misfortune and all we have to do to ease it is go back to our old ways. 

 In  the  case  of  Israel  and  Judah,  their  disobedience  had  brought  about  their  misfortune, 
 but  they  refused  to  see  it.  They  refused  to  listen  to  “My  servants  the  prophets”  as  they  told 
 them  over  and  over  to  abandon  their  evil  ways.  In  their  foolishness,  their  stubborn 
 stupidity, they continued with their delusion and lost their lives. 

 I  don’t  want  to  be  “altogether  stupid  and  foolish.”  I  don’t  want  to  hold  on  to  my  delusions, 
 the  deceptions  I  have  believed.  By  the  leading  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  I  pray  my  heart  will  stay 
 softened  and  humble  before  the  Lord  my  God.  After  all,  as  in  Jeremiah  10:7,  “who  would  not 
 fear  You,  O  King  of  the  nations?  Indeed  it  is  Your  due!  For  among  all  the  wise  men  of  the 
 nations and in all their kingdoms, there is none like You.” 

 Father, we thank You for the work of Your Holy Spirit in our hearts. We thank You that You 
 guide us into all truth. Help us to let go of our deceptions, our delusions, and hear and obey 

 the truth of Your word, trusting that You have us in the palm of Your hand. 

 https://freedom-in-christ.org 


