
 These Days 

 In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell in safety, and this is the name by 
 which she will be called: the LORD is our righteousness. 

 Jeremiah 33:16 

 There’s  a  lot  going  on  right  now.  Personally,  in  my  community,  in  the  state,  in  the  nation,  in 
 the  world,  it  seems  like  there  is  nothing  but  trouble.  We  know  from  studying  God’s  word 
 that  this  is  to  be  expected.  When  I  look  at  events  and  circumstances  with  my  own  eyes,  all  I 
 can  see  is  danger,  disappointment,  defeat  and  despair.  I  read  the  promises  contained  in 
 His  word  and  over  and  over  find  those  that  have  to  do  with  peace  and  safety  and  security, 
 and yet I see none of that around me. 

 We  live  in  this  world,  whether  we  like  it  or  not,  so  we  are  forced  to  deal  with  what  is  thrown 
 at  us.  It  is  tempting  to  read  Scripture  and  discount  its  truth,  even  in  the  deepest  recesses 
 of  our  minds  where  we  don’t  fully  recognize  our  disagreement,  because  we  see  injustice, 
 danger,  utter  selfishness,  financial  ruin,  and  disease;  the  decay  and  disintegration  of  the 
 world  we  stand  in.  When  I  read  verses  like  the  feature  verse  above,  I  have  to  work  to  reach 
 the  peace  of  the  truth.  What  I  see  around  me  is  not  safety.  I  can  dismiss  the  verse  as 
 something  that  will  only  happen  in  the  future,  in  the  true  Kingdom  with  the  true  King.  But 
 then I read Psalm 91 and wonder how to merge His word with my world. 

 But  His  word  is  true.  He  is  incapable  of  lying,  of  deceit  or  falsehood.  He  is  good.  I  know  we 
 will  dwell  in  safety  when  Jesus  reigns  and  Satan  is  defeated  once  and  for  all.  But  I  also 
 know  that  in  this  life  ,  “he  who  dwells  in  the  shelter  of  the  Most  High  will  abide  in  the 
 shadow  of  the  Almighty.”  I  know  that  “No  evil  will  befall  you,  nor  will  any  plague  come  near 
 your  tent.”  I  know  that  because  I  have  loved  Him,  He  will  deliver  me;  He  will  set  me  securely 
 on high because I have known His name. 

 My  body,  this  tabernacle  of  flesh  in  which  my  soul  dwells  for  the  moment,  may  fall  to 
 disease,  to  war,  to  disaster.  My  friends,  family,  loved  ones  may  experience  the  same.  I  may 
 watch  everything  I  love  fall  away  from  me  one  by  one  like  Job.  But  my  soul  is  safe.  My  soul 
 is held securely in the grip of the Savior’s scarred hand. 

 We  will  have  eternal  life  in  the  Kingdom  of  God.  But  all  is  not  defeat  before  then.  We  have 
 the  promise  now  .  We  have  the  earnest  deposit,  the  engagement  ring.  We  look  toward  the 
 fulfillment  of  the  promise  when  the  righteous  Branch  of  David  will  rule  visibly.  Until  then,  “I 
 know  whom  I  have  believed  and  am  persuaded  that  He  is  able  to  keep  what  I  have 
 committed to Him until that day.” 

 Father, we thank You for Your word and Your promises. We thank You that You are faithful 
 and true and will keep all Your promises. We ask for the faith to believe You, the faith to trust 

 You, to commit ourselves to You knowing that You will make us to dwell in safety. 
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