
 Peace and Truth 

 Behold, I will bring to it health and healing, and I will heal them; and I will reveal to them an 
 abundance of peace and truth. 

 Jeremiah 33:6 

 I  will  confess  that  the  life  I  led  for  more  than  20  years  was  unusual.  Up  until  about  a  year 
 and  a  half  ago,  peace  and  truth  were  mutually  exclusive.  If  there  was  peace  in  my  life, 
 there  was  a  definite  lack  of  truth.  If  there  was  truth  in  my  life,  there  was  very  little  peace. 
 Truth  was  a  weapon  used  to  wound  and  disable.  Peace  was  a  temporary  balm,  a  mask,  a 
 facade.  I  know  from  where  I’m  sitting  now,  where  I’ve  traveled  over  this  past  year  and  a  half, 
 that  the  “truth”  I  knew  during  that  time  in  my  life  was  a  dividing  sword,  and  the  “peace” 
 o�ered came equipped with chains and shackles. 

 But  God.  But  God,  in  His  infinite  wisdom,  in  His  bottomless  mercy  and  grace,  reached  down 
 into  my  pit,  the  pit  I  dug  with  my  own  hands,  and  brought  me  out  of  the  mire.  He  showed 
 me  true  truth and  true  peace. 

 I  love  that  the  feature  verse  comes  after  one  that  talks  about  the  wrath  and  anger  of 
 Almighty  God,  that  He  had  hidden  His  face  from  Israel  and  Judah  and  Jerusalem  because 
 of  all  their  wickedness.  Even  though  He  was  angry  with  them  and  their  stubbornness  and 
 unwillingness  to  bow  before  Him,  behold,  I  will  bring  to  it  (the  city)  health  and  healing,  and 
 I  will  heal  them  (His  people)  ;  and  I  will  reveal  to  them  an  abundance  of  peace  and  truth. 
 Even  though  I  was  running  from  Him  as  far  and  fast  as  I  could,  even  though  He  allowed 
 me  to  experience  hardship  and  trial  and  pain  and  disgrace  and  despair,  He  brought  to 
 me health and healing, He revealed to me an abundance of peace and truth. 

 The  peace  and  truth  of  God  are  not  mutually  exclusive.  It  seems  counterintuitive,  because 
 the  truth  of  God  will  arrow  into  your  soul  and  reveal  to  you  all  your  stubborn  ways,  every 
 wicked  thought,  errant  mindset,  sinful  choice.  That  in  itself  seems  to  preclude  any  peace. 
 But…when  you  peer  into  the  mirror  of  the  truth  of  God,  see  yourself  for  who  you  truly  are, 
 and admit it, agree with Him, the peace that fills your soul is beyond description. 

 God’s  truth  and  God’s  peace  go  hand  in  hand.  Without  truth  there  is  no  peace.  Without 
 peace,  there  is  no  truth.  When  I  turn  from  His  truth  to  my  own  way,  the  first  thing  I  notice  is 
 my  peace  is  gone.  That  spurs  me  to  seek  His  face,  to  ask  Him  to  show  me  what  lies  I  have 
 believed  and  acted  upon.  I  need  His  peace.  I  depend  on  it.  I  crave  it.  It  is  only  being  in  a 
 right  relationship  with  Him  that  I  have  access  to  it,  and  I  believe  He  uses  that  to  guide  and 
 correct  me  when  I  stray.  I’m  thankful  for  that.  I’m  thankful  for  His  grace,  for  His  spirit  that 
 guides me into all truth, and the abundant peace that fills my soul when I listen. 

 Father, we thank You for Your truth. We thank You that Your truth winnows away the lies we 
 have believed so that we can accept, agree, and dwell in Your abundant peace. Help us to be 

 sensitive to You, to lean into You, to trust Your truth and peace. 
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