
 Weeping We Will Come 

 “With weeping they will come, and by supplication I will lead them; I will make them walk by 
 streams of waters, on a straight path in which they will not stumble; for I am a father to Israel, 

 and Ephraim is My firstborn.” 
 Jeremiah 31:9 

 I  had  an  interaction  with  a  little  boy  the  other  day  that  touched  my  heart.  This  little  one  is 
 in  the  preschool  class  I  work  in  and  is  rambunctious  and  active,  often  requires  correction 
 and  guidance,  and  has  the  biggest,  sweetest  smile  that  lights  up  his  whole  face.  There  was 
 an  incident  of  pushing  that  required  correction,  and  he  didn’t  take  it  very  well.  I  asked  him 
 to  sit  down  and  wait  for  me  for  a  little  bit  so  I  could  finish  the  task  I  was  doing.  He  did  so, 
 rather  reluctantly,  and  with  a  great  deal  of  discontent  and  grumbling.  When  I  was  free, 
 perhaps  five  minutes  later,  he  had  calmed  considerably  and  was  waiting  patiently  for  me.  I 
 sat  down  in  my  chair  and  asked  him  to  come  to  me.  He  jumped  up  and  hurried  to  me  with 
 tears  streaming  down  his  beautiful  face,  and  walked  right  into  my  arms,  saying  “I’m  sorry” 
 over  and  over.  I  comforted  him,  hugged  him  up,  and  told  him  I  forgave  him.  He  wrapped 
 his  arms  around  my  neck  and  let  me  love  on  him,  and  listened  to  the  guidance  I  needed  to 
 give  him  with  an  open  heart.  I  could  see  the  relief  and  acceptance  on  his  sweet 
 tearstained face. 

 As  I  was  beginning  this  essay  and  thinking  about  what  God  would  have  me  write,  that 
 interaction  came  to  mind  when  I  read  the  phrase  “with  weeping  they  will  come”  in  the 
 feature  verse  above.  Just  like  the  Israelites,  just  like  that  precious  little  boy,  just  like  my 
 own  self,  we  get  ourselves  in  a  mess  of  our  own  making.  We  get  in  trouble  and  make  the 
 wrong choices that cause a great deal of hardship and ugly consequences. 

 Sometimes  we  grumble  and  complain  and  fight  against  the  discipline  our  loving  Father 
 gives  us.  Often  we  grumble  and  complain.  Hebrews  12:11  says  “All  discipline  for  the  moment 
 seems  not  to  be  joyful,  but  sorrowful;  yet  to  those  who  have  been  trained  by  it,  afterwards 
 it  yields  the  peaceful  fruit  of  righteousness.”  I  can  think  of  times  where  I  have  experienced 
 the  discipline  of  my  Father  and  reacted  pretty  much  like  the  little  boy  did.  I  lashed  out  with 
 a  bad  attitude  and  came  very  close  to  making  a  bad  situation  worse.  But  isn’t  our  Father 
 wonderful in that He knows exactly what to do to get our attention. 

 The  Israelites  experienced  exile,  captivity  brought  about  by  their  own  hand.  Yet  God 
 brought  them  back,  and  weeping  they  came  with  humble,  grateful  hearts,  asking  God  to 
 lead  them  again.  Weeping  we  will  come,  and  by  supplication  He  will  lead  us  by  streams  of 
 waters  and  on  straight  paths  where  we  won’t  stumble,  because  He  is  our  Father,  and  He 
 loves us. I’m so thankful. 

 Father, we thank You for Your loving heart. We thank You that You know us so well, and You 
 know just how to discipline us to get our attention and soften our hearts for You. Help us to 

 submit to Your love. 
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