
 Plans 

 ‘For I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans for welfare, and not for 
 calamity to give you a future and a hope.’ 

 Jeremiah 29:11 

 Oh  I  love  this  verse!  So  many  people  list  this  as  their  most  favorite  verse,  and  it  is  a 
 comfort  to  many.  I  had  the  opportunity  to  dive  deeper  into  it  this  morning,  and  that 
 deeper dive just added more beauty to it. 

 The  KJV  translates  the  Hebrew  word  machashabah  as  “thoughts”,  whereas  the  NASB  (my 
 study  Bible)  translates  it  “plans.”  Both  translations  are  accurate,  as  the  Hebrew  word 
 means  intention,  plan,  imagination,  purpose,  thought.  But  the  root  of  that  Hebrew  word  is 
 chashab  ,  which  means  to  plait,  to  weave  together.  Isn’t  that  marvelous!  The  plans  that  He 
 has  for  us  are  braided,  woven  in.  That  peeking  silver  cord  that  shines  at  random  places  in 
 the tapestry of our lives. 

 The  word  translated  “hope”  in  the  NASB  is  tiqvah  .  Here  I  found  another  truth  that  arrowed 
 to  my  heart.  The  word  literally  means  a  cord,  an  attachment;  figuratively  an  expectation, 
 hope,  thing  I  long  for.  The  root  word  is  qavah  which  means  to  bind  together,  gather 
 together, look patiently, wait for. The root of hope is wait. 

 Oh  that  truth  is  hard  to  hold  on  to.  We  are  such  an  immediate  people.  We  want  what  we 
 want  right  now.  But  the  hope  that  our  Creator  holds  out  to  us  is  not  always  immediate.  It 
 may  not  be  held,  owned  or  inhabited  now;  it  may  be  only  longed  for.  Sometimes  we  must 
 wait. 

 The  last  thing  that  struck  me  about  this  verse  is  its  intended  audience:  the  exiles  in 
 Babylon,  those  who  had  been  through  hell,  whose  hope  was  dashed,  who  had  lost  their 
 homeland,  their  way  of  life.  They  had  abandoned  their  Creator,  chased  after  earthly  things 
 that  cannot  satisfy,  ignored  God,  dismissed  Him,  cheated  on  Him  and  given  their 
 a�ection,  loyalty,  and  allegiance  to  idols.  Yet  He  still  says  this  to  them.  “I  know  the  plans  I 
 have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, to give you a future and a hope.” 

 In  the  middle  of  their  pain,  God  tells  them  calamity  is  not  what  He  has  in  mind  for  them. 
 Oh  how  He  loves  us!  He  thinks  about  us.  He  has  plans  for  us.  He  is  weaving  all  of  it 
 together  for  our  good  and  His  glory.  He  is  trustworthy.  He  is  true.  He  is  holy  and 
 righteous.  His  love  and  mercy  knows  no  end.  Even  in  our  calamity,  He  is  working  and 
 weaving  all  of  it  together.  The  Creator  of  all  things  thinks  about  us  and  has  plans  for  us  to 
 bring us shalom, completion. What a marvelous God we serve! 

 Father, we thank You for Your unfailing love for us. We thank You for Your patience and 
 grace. Help us to trust that You are good, even when good is hard to find. Help us to trust Your 

 plans for us. 
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