
 Yoke of Iron 

 “Go and speak to Hananiah, saying, ‘�us says the Lord, “You have broken the yokes of wood, 
 but you have made instead of them yokes of iron.” 

 Jeremiah 28:13 

 Trials  are  not  always  disciplinary.  Sometimes  they’re  just  trials,  part  of  a  fallen  world.  It  is 
 our  human  nature  to  try  to  fix  them,  make  them  better,  and  maybe  “toughen  up”  a  little 
 through  them.  But,  sometimes  they  are  disciplinary.  In  the  case  of  the  book  of  Jeremiah, 
 there  was  captivity  facing  the  Israelites  and  it  was  very  much  disciplinary.  The  Lord  God 
 had  told  Jeremiah  in  multiple  visions  that  His  people  would  be  taken  captive  and  held 
 there  for  70  years,  and  that  it  was  a  direct  result  of  their  own  stubbornness,  disobedience, 
 and idolatry. 

 Captivity  had  been  prophesied  for  years,  actually.  Oh  how  patient  and  loving  is  our  God! 
 Over  and  over  He  had  entreated  His  wayward,  stubborn  people  to  come  back  to  Him,  to 
 abandon  their  false  gods  and  return  to  the  Creator,  the  Holy  One  of  Israel.  But  they  would 
 not  listen  and  they  would  not  return.  When  God  raised  up  Jeremiah  to  prophesy  to  His 
 people,  it  was  the  end  of  His  grace  for  them.  They  wouldn’t  listen,  they  wouldn’t  accept, 
 they wouldn’t repent, so captivity was knocking at their door. 

 Hananiah,  another  “prophet”,  was  apparently  disgusted  with  Jeremiah’s  histrionics,  his 
 doom  and  gloom,  his  weeping  and  begging.  Jeremiah  had,  at  the  Lord’s  instruction,  made 
 for  himself  a  yoke,  placed  it  on  his  own  neck,  and  wore  it  while  he  delivered  the  messages 
 God  had  instructed  him  to  give.  Hananiah  ripped  the  yoke  o�  and  broke  it.  It  was 
 o�ensive,  and  he  couldn’t  handle  seeing  it.  The  feature  verse  gives  God’s  response  to 
 Hananiah’s  hubris:  Hananiah  may  have  broken  the  yoke  of  wood,  but  now  would  be  faced 
 with a yoke of iron. 

 When  I  have  allowed  my  own  pride  and  arrogance  to  dismiss  a  disciplinary  trial,  when  my 
 heart  is  stubborn  and  refuses  to  submit,  when  I  stop  up  my  ears  and  close  my  eyes  to  the 
 warnings  of  my  Creator  Redeemer,  sometimes  I  bring  about  more  of  my  own  su�ering.  All  I 
 have  to  do  is  listen,  accept,  and  agree  that  I  am  wrong.  When  I  am  unwilling  to  do  that, 
 sometimes  my  yoke  of  wood  becomes  a  yoke  of  iron.  Sometimes  my  trial  goes  from  bad  to 
 worse. 

 This  has  happened  in  my  own  life.  I  have  intimate  experience  with  this,  so  I  am  speaking 
 from  that  experience.  When  God  is  trying  to  get  your  attention,  listen!  Whatever  you  are 
 holding  on  to  is  counterfeit,  and  will  bring  you  nothing  but  pain.  What  He  is  holding  out  to 
 you  is  the  real  deal,  and  while  life  itself  involves  pain  you  will  never  be  alone.  Don’t 
 exchange your yoke of wood for one of iron. 

 Father, we thank You for Your patience with us. We thank You that You bring about conviction 
 in our hearts. We ask that You help us submit to Your correction, and trust that Your way is 

 the best way, the only way. 
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