
 Obedience 

 When Jeremiah finished speaking all that the Lord had commanded him to speak to all the 
 people, the priests and the prophets and all the people seized him, saying, “You must die!” 

 Jeremiah 26:8 

 I  feel  like  I’m  a  pretty  compliant  person,  but  I  am  learning  more  and  more  that  obedience 
 to  God’s  word  is  very  di�cult.  The  big  things  are  fairly  easy  to  obey,  but  it’s  all  the  little 
 things  that  trip  me  up.  The  little  attitudes,  mindsets,  thought  patterns,  desires, 
 tendencies…these are the things that have me stepping over the line. 

 I  read  in  Jeremiah  26  this  morning  and  was  struck  by  God’s  delivery  instructions  in  verse  2. 
 God  tells  Jeremiah  where  to  go  and  who  to  speak  to,  and  then  says  for  him  to  “speak  all 
 the  words  that  I  have  commanded  you  to  speak  to  them.  Do  not  omit  a  word!”  The  tone 
 here  is  very  blunt,  firm,  and  concrete.  I  thought  about  that  after  I  read  it,  how  important  it 
 was  to  God  for  Jeremiah  to  deliver  the  message  He  had  given  Him  exactly  as  He  had 
 given  it,  word  for  word.  I  can  imagine  Jeremiah’s  trepidation  after  receiving  the  message 
 he  was  to  deliver,  and  knowing  to  whom  he  would  be  delivering  it.  He  knew  it  would  likely 
 be a death sentence for him. 

 In  verse  8,  the  feature  verse  above,  we  find  that  Jeremiah  indeed  followed  through  with 
 delivering  the  message,  “speaking  all  that  the  Lord  had  commanded  him  to  speak.”  Sure 
 enough,  it  enraged  the  priests  and  prophets  and  people,  and  they  seized  him,  telling  him 
 he  must  die  for  daring  to  speak  the  truth.  What  Jeremiah  feared,  happened.  Yet,  he  was 
 obedient.  He  had  made  a  commitment  to  his  God,  and  he  followed  through,  even  knowing 
 it would likely land him in a great deal of hot water. 

 In  my  musings  over  this  passage,  I  asked  myself  what  am  I  not  being  obedient  about.  What 
 do  I  know  from  reading  God’s  word,  from  studying,  from  learning  who  God  is,  His  character, 
 that  I  am  not  following  through  on.  I  asked  that  question  of  God,  and  immediately  several 
 things  came  to  mind,  some  small  things,  and  some  bigger  things.  It’s  easy  to  excuse  any  or 
 all  of  these  things  as  just  part  of  being  human,  having  a  sin  nature.  It’s  just  part  of  life.  But 
 the  tendency  to  excuse  even  our  “small”  sins  is  what  builds  and  strengthens  the  barrier 
 between  us  and  our  loving  Creator.  Compromise  in  one  area  leads  to  compromise  in 
 another. 

 Jeremiah  made  his  commitment  when  God  called  him  in  his  youth.  He  was  not  perfect  by 
 any  means,  but  he  was  willing  to  be  obedient  even  when  he  knew  he  would  be  persecuted 
 for  speaking  the  truth.  His  pain,  his  inconvenience,  his  trouble  was  not  enough  to  make 
 disobedience  worth  it.  I  pray  that  as  God  continues  to  speak  to  my  heart  through  His  word 
 that I reach that same level of obedience. 

 Father, we thank You for Your word. We thank You for revealing Yourself to us through it, for 
 speaking to our hearts what we don’t always want to hear. Help us to listen, to obey, to follow 

 through with our commitments to You, for You are worthy of obedience. 
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