
 I Will 

 I will give them a heart to know Me, for I am the Lord; and they will be My people, and I will be 
 their God, for they will return to Me with their whole heart. 

 Jeremiah 24:7 

 Trials  and  tribulations  will  bring  out  the  worst  or  the  best  in  us.  Whatever  is  at  the  core  of 
 us,  whoever  we  really  are  in  the  deepest  parts  of  ourselves,  that’s  what  shows  up  in  the 
 middle  of  a  trial.  Sometimes  what  shows  up  is  something  we’d  like  to  sweep  under  the  rug, 
 quickly  cover  over  and  hide.  But  being  honest  about  it  is  the  only  way  it’s  going  to  get 
 transformed. 

 The  feature  verse  is  such  a  beautiful  promise.  I  admit  I  was  torn  over  what  to  focus  on, 
 between  verse  6  and  verse  7.  Verse  6  is  filled  with  “I  will”s,  but  the  beauty  of  verse  7  just 
 pulled  at  me.  Backing  up  to  verse  5,  the  Lord  tells  Jeremiah  that  He  “will  regard  as  good 
 the  captives  of  Judah,  whom  I  have  sent  out  of  this  place  into  the  land  of  the  Chaldeans.” 
 These  were  the  Israelites  who  still  had  room  in  their  hearts  for  Jehovah,  those  whom  He 
 knew  would  seek  Him,  would  follow  Him.  But  they  were  still  captives.  They  were  still  removed 
 from  their  beloved  homeland  and  deposited  in  a  foreign  land.  They  were  still  brought 
 down  low  by  their  conquerors.  They  were  ripped  up  by  the  roots  and  removed  from  the  soil 
 they loved. They were in a trial. 

 But  God  knew  what  that  trial  would  reveal  in  them.  He  knew  that  the  refiner's  fire,  in  their 
 case,  would  reveal  the  precious  metal  underneath.  It  would  remove  the  excess,  remove  the 
 unnecessary,  remove  the  unhealthy  and  unholy,  and  would  leave  them  ripe  and  ready  for 
 what He wanted to give them. 

 In  verse  6,  Jehovah  says  He  will  set  His  eyes  on  them  for  good,  He  will  bring  them  again  to 
 this  land,  He  will  build  them  up  and  not  overthrow  them,  He  will  plant  them  and  not  pluck 
 them  up.  It  puts  me  in  mind  of  James  4:10:  “Humble  yourselves  in  the  presence  of  the  Lord, 
 and He will exalt you.” 

 It’s  not  an  exaltation  like  this  world  defines  it,  either.  It’s  not  lifting  us  up  so  everyone  sees 
 how  great  we  are.  It’s  refining  us,  truing  us  up,  so  that  men  can  see  how  great  He  is.  He 
 gifts us with Himself, He gives us “a heart to know” Him. He gives us the desire for Him. 

 Our  Creator  may  allow  us  to  experience  a  trial,  He  may  put  us  through  one  as  a 
 consequence  or  as  discipline.  But  when  that  trial  reveals  the  truth  in  us,  and  we  give  that 
 to  Him,  He  will  instill  in  us  the  truth  of  Himself.  He  will  give  us  a  heart  to  know  Him.  And  to 
 know Him is to love Him. 

 Father, we thank You for Your unending love for us. We thank You that the trials we 
 experience are not useless, but can be mightily used by You to refine us, to reveal Yourself in 

 us, to open us to You. Help us to want that heart that knows You. 
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