
 Wicked Thoughts 

 Wash your heart from evil, O Jerusalem, that you may be saved. How long will your wicked 
 thoughts lodge within you? 

 Jeremiah 4:14 

 There  is  much  said  in  Scripture  about  our  thought  life.  One  of  my  favorite  passages  is  in 
 Philippians  where  Paul  encourages  us  to  dwell  on  what  is  true,  right,  honorable,  pure, 
 lovely,  etc.  In  2  Corinthians  we  are  instructed  to  take  every  thought  captive  to  the 
 obedience of Christ. Our thought life is important, and it is certainly a battle ground. 

 The  feature  verse  has  a  phrase  that  jumped  out  at  me:  How  long  will  your  wicked  thoughts 
 lodge  within  you?  I  think  of  a  splinter  lodged  in  my  thumb.  It  is  ever  present,  never  far  from 
 my  awareness,  causes  a  great  deal  of  irritation  and  can  lead  to  infection,  festering.  So  can 
 wicked  thoughts.  I  have  them.  I’m  not  exempt  from  them.  And  sometimes  I’ll  have  a  wicked 
 thought  that  pops  into  my  head  and  think  “where  in  the  world  did  that  come  from?!”  I’m 
 appalled sometimes at the stray thoughts I have. 

 In  the  feature  verse,  the  Israelites  had  pretty  much  adopted  their  wicked  thoughts.  They 
 invited  them  right  on  in,  sat  them  down,  made  them  comfortable,  and  allowed  them  to 
 lodge  with  them,  to  spend  the  night,  to  move  in.  We  do  the  same  thing.  There  have  been 
 many  times  where  I  will  have  a  thought  that  is  not  God  honoring,  and  I  will  camp  on  it, 
 expand  it,  explore  it,  ruminate  and  mull  over  it.  I’ve  allowed  it  to  lodge,  to  move  in  and  set 
 up  housekeeping.  I’m  so  thankful  for  the  correction  of  the  Holy  Spirit  that  draws  my 
 attention to my erring thoughts. 

 The  Israelites  as  a  nation  refused  to  evict  their  wicked  thoughts,  though.  As  a  result,  they 
 were  forced  to  endure  the  consequences  of  their  sin,  their  arrogance,  their  dismissal  of 
 God  as  the  One  True  God  and  Authority.  Despite  years  of  pleading,  entreating,  beckoning 
 and  begging,  the  Israelites  refused  to  turn  back  to  their  Creator.  How  arrogant  they  were 
 to  turn  their  backs  on  Him!  And  yet,  I  have  done  the  same.  When  I  refuse  to  turn  my 
 thoughts  back  to  Him,  when  I  allow  evil,  allow  sin  to  lodge  in  my  heart  and  mind,  I  am 
 putting myself on their path, even knowing how wrong they were. 

 I  pray  that  the  Holy  Spirit  will  continue  to  cultivate  my  heart,  to  soften  me,  to  remove  the 
 layers  of  pride  and  arrogance  that  harden  my  heart,  so  that  I  am  sensitive  to  His  leading.  I 
 pray  that  when  the  splinter  of  a  wicked  thought  comes  my  way,  it  is  yanked  out  quickly 
 and  not  allowed  to  lodge  within.  I  pray  that  those  wicked  thoughts  that  have  lodged  are 
 removed,  that  He  will  wash  me  thoroughly  from  my  sins  and  create  in  me  a  clean  heart, 
 one tender to His ways, awash in His love. 

 Father, we thank You for the cleansing power of the blood that was shed on the cross. We thank 
 You for the leading of the Holy Spirit that guides us into all truth. Help us to listen, to be 

 sensitive, and to allow You to cleanse our minds, dwelling on what is pure and not what is evil. 
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