
 Adultery 

 ‘Only acknowledge your iniquity, that you have transgressed against the Lord your God and 
 have scattered your favors to the strangers under every green tree, and you have not obeyed 

 My voice,’ declares the Lord. 
 Jeremiah 3:13 

 As  I  am  studying  through  the  Old  Testament,  I  am  running  into  a  theme  that  shows  up 
 over  and  over  and  over:  that  of  idolatry  as  adultery.  No  one  wants  to  be  called  a  cheater, 
 and  the  act  of  adultery  has  broken  many  a  home,  many  a  marriage,  and  many  a  heart. 
 Adultery  destroys  trust,  destroys  respect,  and  unless  there  is  great  healing  from  Almighty 
 God,  the  relationship  is  never  the  same.  It’s  a  betrayal  of  the  most  intimate  kind.  That  is 
 what  idolatry  is.  It’s  cheating  on  God.  It’s  committing  adultery,  it’s  giving  your  heart,  mind, 
 body,  and  soul  to  another.  It’s  dismissing  the  inherent  power  and  authority  of  Creator 
 God,  and  thumbing  your  nose  at  His  wisdom  and  holiness,  His  mercy  and  grace  and  love, 
 and His way. It’s telling God that He is not good enough for you. 

 The  very  first  commandment  is  the  one  that  is  broken  most  often,  and  oddly  enough  most 
 people  are  oblivious  to  that.  Idolatry  manifests  itself  in  many  forms,  but  all  of  them  put 
 someone  or  something  in  place  of  Almighty  God.  I  am  often  deaf,  dumb,  and  blind  to  my 
 own  sin,  my  own  idolatry.  Proverbs  14:12  says  “there  is  a  way  which  seems  right  to  a  man, 
 but  its  end  is  the  way  of  death.”  The  “my  way”  of  my  life  is  what  has  led  me  down  roads  that 
 ended  up  wounding  and  scarring  me.  But  still  I  tend  to  go  my  own  way.  I  follow  the  flesh, 
 the  desires  that  I  have,  things  I  think  will  make  me  feel  good  in  the  moment.  I  succumb  to 
 my  inherent  sin  nature,  then  shrug  my  shoulders  and  say  “I  can’t  help  it.”  I  am  waylaid  by 
 the  temptation  of  the  enemy  of  my  soul,  who  really  doesn’t  have  to  do  much  work  to  get 
 me to give in. 

 And  on  the  other  side  of  all  that,  is  a  loving,  merciful,  gracious  Creator,  who  holds  out  His 
 hand  and  says  “come  home.”  The  feature  verse  tells  us  what  must  be  done:  acknowledge 
 our  iniquity.  See  it,  admit  it,  confess  it,  call  it  what  it  is  -  sin.  The  verse  calls  us  to  do  more 
 than  just  admit  it  though.  It  requires  action,  it  requires  turning  back  to  the  God  we  have 
 turned away from. It’s not enough to just say “I have sinned.” We must come back to Him. 

 I  think  there  is  so  much  fear  in  that  action  that  often  it  goes  undone.  Fear  of  reprisal,  of 
 punishment,  of  rejection.  That’s  what  we  humans  would  do  when  an  adulterer  comes  back 
 to  us.  But  God  loves  in  a  way  that  transcends  anything  we  can  comprehend.  There  is  no 
 punishment  with  God.  When  we  come  to  Him  with  a  repentant  heart,  acknowledging  our 
 sin,  He  washes  us  clean  and  welcomes  us  home.  What  mercy  He  shows  us!  We  are 
 adulterers,  and  He  still  wants  to  have  an  intimate  relationship  with  us.  He  never  holds  our 
 sins against us once they are under the blood of His precious Son. 

 Father, we thank You for Your everlasting love for us. �ank You for giving us chance after 
 chance to come to You. Help us to acknowledge and turn away from our sins and back to You. 
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