
 Broken Cisterns 

 For My people have committed two evils: they have forsaken Me, the fountain of living water, 
 to hew for themselves cisterns, broken cisterns that can hold no water. 

 Jeremiah 2:13 

 The  feature  verse  above  is  heartbreaking.  I  embodied  this  verse  myself  for  quite  a  long 
 time  in  my  history.  I  chose  anything  but  my  Creator,  ran  to  anyone  or  anywhere  to  provide 
 for  myself  rather  than  humble  myself  before  God  Almighty.  I  can  do  it  myself.  It’s  the  cry  of 
 the  child  learning  to  walk,  to  perform  small  tasks.  We  praise  and  encourage  it  in  a  learning 
 child.  But  we  carry  that  same  attitude  into  our  adulthood  and  use  it  against  our  Creator 
 Redeemer. I can do it myself. 

 We  as  a  race  have  dug  for  ourselves  our  own  cisterns.  We  have  discounted  Jesus  and  the 
 work  He  did  on  the  cross  as  unnecessary,  or  only  necessary  for  some.  We  look  for  any 
 other  way  to  God,  and  many  have  denied  the  very  existence  of  God  to  make  themselves 
 feel  better  about  their  lives.  It  boggles  the  mind  to  know  that  we  have  a  Creator  who  made 
 us  in  His  own  image,  who  instilled  in  us  a  need  for  Him,  to  love  and  be  loved  by  Him,  and 
 we will run as far and fast as we can to get away from Him. 

 The  feature  verse  was  written  to  God’s  chosen  people,  the  nation  of  Israel,  as  they  had 
 prostituted  themselves  by  following  after  false  gods.  They  had  sti�ened  their  neck, 
 hardened  their  hearts,  and  stopped  up  their  ears.  How  it  broke  the  heart  of  God  to  know 
 that  He,  the  fountain  of  living  water,  was  able,  willing,  and  eager  to  provide  for  their  every 
 need,  and  yet  they  would  rather  dig  a  hole  in  the  ground  to  collect  stagnant  rain  water  to 
 sustain them than humble themselves before Him. 

 How  it  breaks  the  heart  of  our  Creator  that  we,  many  millennia  later,  still  do  the  same 
 thing.  We  will  run  to  alcohol,  sex,  drugs,  shopping,  food,  work,  relationships,  sports, 
 hobbies,  even  church,  to  meet  our  God-given  needs  rather  than  bowing  before  the  Source 
 and only Sustainer of life. 

 A  broken  cistern  cannot  hold  water.  There  is  nothing  created  that  can  meet  our  needs. 
 Only  the  Creator  can.  He  is  the  fountain  of  living  water,  the  water  that  is  refreshing, 
 flowing,  clean  and  clear.  He  o�ers  it  to  any  who  would  come  to  Him,  to  any  who  would 
 recognize that He is God and will humble themselves to do it His way. 

 I  have  learned  that  I  cannot  do  it  myself.  I  cannot  fix  my  problems.  I  can’t  sustain  myself.  I 
 can’t  provide  for  myself.  I  cannot  make  myself  acceptable  to  the  Righteous  and  Holy  God. 
 Only  Jesus  can.  Only  through  His  work  on  the  cross  can  I  have  forgiveness,  acceptance, 
 and peace. Only He is the fountain of living water, so much better than my broken cistern. 

 Father, we thank You for Your enduring patience with us. We thank You for Your longing heart 
 for us. We thank You for Your love and mercy, that there is forgiveness to be found with You. 

 Help us to turn to You, the Fountain of Living water, rather than our own broken cisterns. 
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